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Abstract:

Ali Zaker is a renowned cultural personality of Bangladesh, widely known as an
actor. However, his identity goes far beyond acting alone. As a theatre activist, he
not only wrote scripts (through translation and adaptation) but also directed a
notable number of critically acclaimed stage plays. Moving beyond the boundaries
of theatre and film, his life and work—if woven in a straight line—form a
cohesive, epic-like narrative. This narrative, like pure art, may seem profoundly
worthy in guiding both society and the individual. This writing seeks to follow and
explore such an Ali Zaker—one who is not only politically inclined but for whom
politics lies at the very core of his being. Yet, his politics does not conform to
familiar or conventional patterns; it resides within the scope of his own cultural
and social realization. This exploration will revolve around that remarkable scope,
under the title: “Ali Zaker: The Cult Figure of Distinct Politics and Culture.”
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Abstract

The novelist AbuJafar Shamsuddin wrote a novel titled Bhaoal Gorher Upakhyan
(1963) on the resistance of the Muslims against the Hindu zamindars and the
British in the Bhaoal region of East Bengal. Bhaoal Gorher Upakhyan is indeed
about the Muslim rulers’ loss of power in the Indian subcontinent and the Muslim
maulavis’ movement along with Titumir against the Hindu zamindars and the
British in order to regain their power. This article investigates the movement
conducted by the Muslim maulavis and their struggle to establish their identity. In
this case, the Muslim maulavis developed an anti-British consciousness to
establish their own identity, which later became the Muslim nationalist
consciousness. This article explores this issue in Bhaoal Gorher Upakhyan. As the
research methodology, the content analysis method is followed for the research.
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Abstract

Food hoarding is a significant issue in Bangladesh. Although various laws exist to
prevent food hoarding, most food traders in this Muslim-majority country are also
Muslim. In addition to the existing legal framework, if Islamic principles are
effectively emphasized, the issue of food hoarding may be reduced due to the
deep-rooted passion and commitment of the Muslim community toward Islam.
This research aims to analyze the existing laws related to food hoarding and
compare them with Islamic rules and regulations. As part of a qualitative study,
the Document Analysis Method has been used to identify laws related to food
hoarding, while the Comparative Research Method has been applied to review
these laws in light of Islamic teachings. Overall, the study provides a comparative
analysis of Islamic guidelines and existing laws in Bangladesh to combat food
hoarding. The findings reveal that nearly all provisions of the current legal
framework align with Islamic law. Therefore, if awareness is raised by
incorporating Islamic teachings alongside existing regulations, public
consciousness regarding food hoarding can be enhanced. Furthermore, since food
hoarding is considered a crime in Islamic teachings, there is a strong possibility
that individuals will be discouraged from engaging in such practices.
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Abstract

Gourkishore Ghosh is a majestic story-writer of Bangla literature. He is an
amazing novelist also. In his novels and short-stories, he presents various aspects
of the history, politics and social infrastructure of independence and its aftermath.
Political tensions, the nature of Hindu-Muslim relations, the rise and fall of the
Communist Party, the true nature of trade unions, the refugee problem as well as
the social and emotional conflicts of people are depicted in his fiction.
Gourkishore Ghosh's fiction matures in the experiences of individual life and
society, state and environment. His fiction, especially in short-stories, explores the
multifaceted forms of political affiliation which are discussed in this article.
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Abstract

'Things Fall Apart’ is the first novel of Nigerian novelist Chinua Achebe. It
concerns traditional Ibo life at the time of the advent of missionaries and colonial
government in his homeland. The novel opens the new door for the Modern
African Literature.The novelist in the novel, 'Things Fall Apart', shows the
position of women in Ibo society alongside the establishment of colonial rule and
Africa-Europe conflict. The men and women of the Ibo society have never been
reached in the bond of brotherhood. Colonial invasions as well as suppression and
exploitation of women in patriarchal societies are largely responsible for the
breakdown of Ibo culture. An attempt has been made, in the discussion of the
article, to analyze the subtle hints given by the novelist about the discrimination
and oppression of women in the Ibo Society as well as their enlightenment through
the use of descriptive and textual analysis methods.
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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore's musical compositions reveal his expressive artistry. In one
division of Rabindranath's musical composition, the Secular spirituality of the
countryside life of East Bengal and the variety of natural forms of the Padmalalita
landscape particularly influenced him. The presence of these associations related
to nature and public life can be seen in a Rabindranath's lyrics at various stages.
Especially in the analysis of the lyrics of his (Swadesh Parjay) Songs, it is possible
to find out that he has added the everyday aspects of the mundane public life of
East Bengal to his music. Rabindranath was impressed by the uncomplicated
melody of East Bengal. He was also influenced by Baul, Kirtan, Sari, Ramprasadi
tunes of the region. As an expression of patriotism, Rabindranath saw this melody
as a song of worship, and also in the prayer of God. In this study, text analysis
method, Comparative method and descriptive method are used to investigate the
influence of East Bengal in the lyrics and melody of Rabindranath's musical
compositions.
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Abstract

Muhammad Igbal is one of the most influential muslim philosophers. He was not
only a philosopher but also a poet and a visionary thinker who sought to bridge the
gap between traditional islamic thought and modern philosophical discourse.
Central to Igbal’s philosophy is the concept of the khudi (self), which serves as a
cornerstone for understanding his perspective on the soul. According to Igbal, the
soul is not a passive, abstract entity but an active and dynamic force that evolves
and realizes its potential through self-awareness, action and relationship with the
Divine. Igbal uses the term khudi to describe the soul or self. Actually the words
self, ego, soul and mind express all the same meaning. Philosophy of self is the
part of his metaphysics. In this paper | have discussed Igbal's notions about self
with special reference to his writing which is his lecture series The Reconstruction
of Religious Thought in Islam. Before explain the concept of self in Igbal’s
philosophy 1 tried to give a summary of different muslim philosophers thought on
self. Igbal’s thought was guided by the muslim thinkers and Qur’anic teachings
but sometimes he followed by the western thinkers like Kant, Bergson, Neitzsche,
Bradley, William James and others. All the views of them led Igbal to accept the
reality of self but all this could not satisfy his mind. So he would affirm the
knowledge of the self. He claim that intuition must be the way to affirm the
knowledge of the self and others metaphysical subject. Finally, in this paper, |
have tried to explain some characteristics of the self after Igbal.
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If you say that the "I"

Is all pure fantasy,
Nothing but an illusory
Thing seen by the mind's eye,
Then tell me whose experience
Is this delusion of the inner sense?
Who is the subject of this fantasy?
Look inward at yourself: Are you not he?
Apparent though the world is, yet
you have to prove that it exists;
But doing so resists
A Gabriel's ethereal wit.

The self, is on the other hand,
Concealed from view, and yet
It is self-evident,
Beyound all argument.
Reflect a little on this and
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Endeavour to find out
The meaning of this mystery.

The self is not llusion but Reality.*®
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Abstract

Verse-play is a unique genre in literature, born out of the mingling of two distinct
genres of play and poem. Poetry was the language of all writing and literature
since ancient times. However, in spite of the presence of poetic and dramatic
qualities in many works of that time, it did not become what is meant by modern
Verse-play. T.S.Eliot, the western poet of the twentieth century, is considered to
father the genre of verse-play. According to literary critics, Rabindranath Tagore
is Eliot’s Bengali counterpart, who introduced this unique genre to the Bengali
readers. Later, the best development of this genre was done by the poet
Buddhadev Bose. As a result of this, many writers in Bangladesh have started to
write Verse-play. Some of them have been successful, while some of them have
not become full-fledged Verse-plays. The issue became very clear during the
research on the perspective and genre of Verse-play of Bangladesh. However,
verse-play is the latest addition to Bengali literature and has, therefore, received
less critical attention than given to other established genres. Yet, the importance of
the development of this particular genre can not be ignored in the broader view of
the history of literature. This paper attempts to provide readers and researchers a
comprehensive understanding of the background of verse-play and its gradual
evolution as a genre. Two methods, namely descriptive and analytical, are
employed to carry out the research work. Depending on the necessity of analysis
of verse-plays, the comparative method is also consulted.
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Abstract

This article examines why the peasant insurrection, such as the Santal Hool in
Bengal, could not reach the threshold of a revolution, using Marxist perspectives
on revolution. Peasant uprisings and protests against colonial exploitation,
persecution, and deprivation surged with spontaneous fervour and enthusiasm
until the 1930s, beginning with Britain’s formation of a colony in Bengal. This
hasty insurrection ultimately failed to achieve revolutionary status. Prolific neo-
Marxist historian Ranajit Guha sought to comprehend the reasons behind the
failure of the Santal Hool and other insurgencies in Bengal, using Anthony
Gramsci’s concepts of ‘Spontaneity and Conscious Leadership’ on revolution,
ultimately arriving at findings that were ‘conscious and political’. This essay seeks
to elucidate the awareness or spontaneous urge, although politically structured
revolts expressed by Guha eventually failed to materialise into revolution from a
Marxist perspective. This analysis aims to elucidate the traits of peasant uprisings
in Bengal from a Marxist perspective, with a consideration of the context
surrounding the Santal Hull.
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(A | AArRTECe GbT B @, e e fecea® et o (e | oF @
e 0 (s S @It ewged o few wz, @R @ficear

(Rebellious Class Consciousness) |

@R @ficeTs T Spme ewgrd 7w e e @ee | e @
(ST ST AGLANSS TS A6y (A | TOIS IS e @ Sresfarzet
ArRfFey Efre I @, A ASATTFOT FHOT YR AWOTFFSSI[ BITH
S/ Fa (Fight it out) SItH 363 1 AT 0 FEF, @PRAGR ol (AF
e TeRe | TRATS AfeT AT @SN FONN @ f[wEE
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feface of= e 31 2T @fd RHATERE dfoRriesd TFH I 1 NeSFE
3 IO R e dfer wwime Eforet wfewer 39 @R
e 77 1 @ 88 Rmir 297 A e w@el [e] veam [yl Wéwe s
AR Afedmt TCER KPR 9 403 | 58 AR I SRed o7+ AoreR
g AfSRAMT ARPR SPIEHE ArgTSl W@ | SR T [GIE ASAR P
AR KRB T AT 787 3 |

EfarreTr A TererR RSP @ «fo s s I @ siear @
ST (AITEeT SE LRI TS =0 605 | TR @& (eer 2, e
N Y HAF TR A IFIGCR TG ©OIewd e @ife 1 weafss
AT, Stha @R @R Sitwd (e E G T 1°° T WA T
IR, @ aue @3B FeeTe! [ K2 Wb =ewR I+ bk A =
@R «FaEeg (R FAE, BT TA B NGR-SATARIR @R TG Gecast
@ ¥ @fars Feefie T3 1% IMe TR @@ K[ @R donF afs
7 foqm 30 | (58 @OT 0 90O I @, ST T (&S (@fd-1oow
Toiea fosl 8 F1eT A0 AT | FTGTTAT (F2T @NA6T Brd IR, 47 AT O
@S AT TPF YT AEOT R O IR G O IR AR 122 Féigy
R Seifed e A S-S Keremie T8 I (Ol | T6 Afelo @i
eifere FOATCS TR TG FHIF SN ST AES 2 G0 | qfs Bt
T 4F N2 ‘@At (class consciousness) *fb JRER e | fof ‘Foem
Sty @fe’g (class in itself) =@y (ot FERET | @0 AR SO «dR
GRIge yiEelr O T (VeI AACHT GG B RO FEfre w27 | Wi
e sy el class for itself ), a0 “reifre w1 =7 frew wed A wepree
WP GG o RRET 1°° TR S SAIEE ML SIAd S
fefere @ftetes @i e | Keiwe @far smever e e @ Tgo e
T Iy RenR @ S, e e wikwier fSfers st
ffeq (it F F0a, - =, wifs, e, e, o 3 Afes sxge 18
AR NFRMT OGIPIE EITESAT 20T A Qo A& SR SLeafod
TS MESTOR AMTAT JReq FACSA (@ FIAG e @ @ wege o
qfeAfeT AT @RT | SRg @fithenr e Sd-TifEe ¢ wftafes iy
R BT A @RI Y FIFS | @farred NFER @RS wred GG 3@
e, o dffeamr adAfer Tt A ¢ e Wt T, wftafss aae
AT GR T 8 (<R ARRCS A fofere aah Tod rftafsss, e iz
AEANSP 7T COfF FACS 2ITH (T FICF SIF OTGH A G0 NP Cofs a1
TR |

NFER WO, &R @GS 70T @517 T SR P @61 Nyt o e
IpT FfeET | Ryl enr @fitcear oo | o uFigs Sfewer, Tam @R
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T 436 (MBI S & 731, T3 e Awifes 8 sitafos s S
e eferi o s aas el foTee fees aofs gigef toft wea | T 9
Sy NETefgRmd Weo, Ny Godl [oese e | FRe «ft I oima
SRAfeF, AN R Aeafes Fda [edice fTeeReT @k F& Fare THfEs
FRE | T YT GO G5 *Fe=r Ty Woers q=r Fafge b spr
e YRR 2y 2o el | wfiwoas ey =T e, A sind AufEes
e G ST (FACS AT (A, AfG_MT G TS TP AR S{YE 7T | T
BT faEe S ol Tom+ (Ao ReyfE G FUERT) 7= @R FA(Es
afspefe qaR SRT FISIF AT BS FF S FRT Cof ZRM |

TFER Orgd B0 fofe o, Tomm Afes, @« I qgfNe e S
GOTR SWEE TAMEG epite IR ¥ e M @, TWee wiafss,
AT qR IRFOF FAO) (AP 7= “AHpIere ARFo® Ao «Hio
ef i foereRm @3 MYRe @ Zers (o =37 | T FToRgs [eel amw
I(E | QM TE FEE @, o TNEE MRS @i e 9 WG QIS
TS GFOACE (T R AT ST AL IS Sy, T (7 Sed A |
G2 AR G- @ Tom(G W7 (G toft Fa-f epeits wdtafos, Awifes
G AGCANSF JAGTF TGS FCH G AN TP «Hf Tt Sogrer
qR G @RIFRN 1 TR IRE E @Rete @, @fveT $YE
RGOS LT &S @R Ty T TAF (@ (e Tl =&l T
T | IR T OOA T THEF G0 O] Bl ez S Q@Y 1 A7 | A
GOl O, *PTE @fo 7_T IS MHEeR Il ewged zfonm | Pl s
ol Sifgat MK I @, =0T (roer 72RT @ifies [2idt fieses «rers
SIS W O SRAGAANFO GNFT &7 FACS ALl (AT 1°° W[ C, Fmn
gfozriiim arre ey (dpa9) e om @, ffSar Tt g Sifesr f2erne
GRACE TGS AR & YPGBl et e 1°°

REGR-GE ACEF0 APAE =3 26T (rersodl, @0 GG Ffe G2 TN
PR 7o *RPRIRGIET ST S pTiR (R I 6T GReT F90 2 | Lo
SRMT @rrgfae amft Ife afeem @, Wi @f RrrRrRer oo are [goew
GG STIF Ol FCI 0 AR T 0O 2107 FHCFA (AF Sers TR AT |
fofy Toprarca cofftefe™ @, MuRe Iyfes @i By oSt foeT, orF 7eq e
T SIPre @R (vodl e TRfee | 97 fifeey ambt swdtafes fafeam o
R fereT @R Aferqns sRfRe e Kok e Affers sfiere
R | QT TRe AT FERRE (@ AT (FI6T AT NHSAMAT AFCS AT T4
ORI (e e Ffema ika A AR Fa0e 98 AeF | fof er sared
e @fa oy [efe R CrothenIa Siergd FIRCe =P @ifd wifgeiey FUwg
T 7T A @, ABE T GPILRER & @ow ey 5y 7w ace =7,
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@T- TG COBIRPR e | AT o T 6 AR R
sJRfCaD elfefafig S O weqfe @farreT S &= SIofe AR |

(GO CROOTY Ffere Wi SO F7& R@IR

G R SRCSA GremORMI SCAETd R R @fitren ewgrd = et
53 @R ¢ WeaEes fofkfy A s Aeor REer S 35
e wog ¢ foerg ey SR O | ST @ IS [grRelFE weEne
TS OO SrolTeRM dfezifear arefe et ‘Subaltern” G ARRE
JFIRA TR | @ T3 Rgref esifyrafe-REd wacw a3 R g,
SRTed [WEACa Eforpiaerd @i T SIOReRIMd 4FT ReTd I Feace |
OME WS, @ 16 ISR STOITORMT (R (ST T9 bfa@ers &f+3r)
FrAFoR, & TOTOR- RS (WS Tgoed | ¢ RNmRefFIE SRl Fs qenfos
Ao e WITHET RO e FCa0s | FR0 G ARG ToFFeeT
% fort, A QA Efoqmt 5 (R Y7 @F0gA A [RE6 FA0O =0 I WA
FACSH |°7

Ffére w=d ‘Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency’ @3(0< 92 Wi 7S
e oo FIe iz fiea s[eeca 2 ¢ seEed ieEer e as
ePgd Fe T PO W TR | FI¢ R@RT IFod TAgHH 41 Tho? «
THE AN T SR Fo=MT I/ YRR N4y NG TG 0T @R
WO ICE | @ G I [mR et st =it Redice Al A1 epesits
e SIRF-ERET S WSl SO Al ErOlEgd ACASI W ST
e sTer e 2o BfoarT (i eeel feet |

@2 N $IS [gean ARfie Meetie Fas-fognred g e Mewes |
Fred «2 fogue FFT T4 TR, J @R ATy @R F A7 2y @t
Foud ePfe AT qR G IFBIRE F T FES-foguren Grera wtad
AT @I TR *R Toger ez- ((fSqmFen; Tz *&hs; Teefs; Gmfim;
qR Seefemel | 2fls qRAR RIS (ReE <) S 7 Wqge ¥ | (@E-
TRATCTT FEAES MAETSNT €@l AT SR o Fof ez T 14 fez-
CoTQICAT, F5115, AN IR KR I [

e 2foept, civelbe o)Al TRFS FFafmens e, NHRM 8 F35-
AR SAfEey, TEI-FOMARM, TAEOEreg R S=2 SR T SRred
TRCFEE T fofg a @ Py fRge o @2 savo (AF dvoo AT
L OO IRADS TS TG FIF @R TP Y FACRA | 97 T, 390
AR S @SR EfogpT SamItTa Sreaa IR 2re =7 sfves, s
R TOR TOIa A 97 PRI {31 I I G O TreTom 8
AR AGAINS  SCIH AR AT oTq™ FACo OF IAF S0
TEREe] va g @R o il e S e
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frcafesT 1 wtag SIas T8 o @S 7 (@, Resgergeens o, w@qead,
qTE Afererm e IR Beds gk @Ay | Wifere Aereigs aw afo
RA SR @R Afered WeRe)f evee, ToR ARE SitF SIFelfgd TPhl,
TGS @ R I AR WiRkE e e aw ) SR sifges ST T8N
Fifes @fery R G (AT TgS; SRSIE OF SRS (@ | TR BT I T
@, TR IEMTER SIeF THFOR A JIRCEE T Wd @ S T8I 9
IR TSR M@ Y GTREACOT R (0 Plearey qonee FIF 1
fEef TR SR |

arEfRe gfr FeR T fofe wwa, RriTe oo ol a1 ¥ ARt
GO TP SR GRS (T4 IR W7 OF WAL tofire aiiaiee | sk «fs
TF-CMBIR Py T e (o8 T1e 7o #AH) (el AFCS A | ©J8 GT @
G5 qeIT @Izel AT O e T I S (BT (AF 419 T | @ NG a5
a5 el (site) N o Meates @4T @ ¥io7 oy AR RREE ekersr
G¥e ST, o G | OGS - P RGN TeAIPII Al T
YOS IR ANCEGARITOCI (KIS SAME G R erga 8REH IR
s e Afvifre o wiftsr eRede- a1 «few @3 Py %R
ey T 2eafee 1 @' W w0 @ K@ oo, TS 0o 70 GR AFoHTH
O RISl ARGER FeAREH 12 Ok R@A-FEF  (peasant-rebel) =R
‘PI4/TEI-FIF (peasant-servant) 9 @ @S “iF- @7 ACH (7o FApIfS, Al
qrepre’ (displacement displaced) 3t Sfefee e (6°

G, (P @ R@E o Roa’, w6 FrnEeed [ew, qaR @it
5, T APF ARO[ Ty [qem w2 e A A SreeRm  f2end @R fare
@ STOMETE NgF AT a2 FCACR, ©f YJ IR SVRRIT— A1 &7 T &
GG ST F1 AT FFN T = | T[S, FAHAA GO G K0T 4@
fiorer Bfee w1 st T 2oz toft 3 | 93 uR (@ifas Afcel @
TegeTol AN IR FAT =; (@ 90=F AT 7o IKq @R ETRITT ¥ ©OF
RS SAPIroTed 77 ICART SAe[AY SIS OGEE SRl S gFPomT
(GG STo3fEp FARICH Ny A | O @02 @S’ JREADBPR WA 2F |

ey v BFRIFEER ofe wgd eersl @b I T @, fofF Jrameramr
afeTy P, @I @I JfRME Ferr @fafkareT e sivey | e[ 3
Rwtes oy S #A14e7 Ui @9 qut@ SwrRerry 1* e kTl e
A ATOP FABICE TGS 2B 03 A AR [HTE I (A | AR o1%7 ToT
FECONME IR (AF AR TP IR 776 e 741 | 92 IFF @ @,
VPSR A AUHRTS TR IS FCACS GRS T SANERTOR ST
o oot | wgE R ©oF Aeiared A4« BN (o™ s «ft w1 =7,




LUEREVECIHIACISIGA AN ] NCN

T2 @t et REIRITE AR FoRIRACS A7 T @R T Sind TR
TR *PIAR SR G 40 | SReRe @7 T4 SR ¢ Rmees W ~ieea
AAE EfS N FACS BT IR, O fofNe @B5 AT A ANE I | AT OF
v AfSDT T (BB T RGP MY T S (A (79 Feq | 58
@b PR T WK @A Al ey (public), FmEre (collective),
®OMYE (destructive) @3 ©f safore NG (total) 1™ 12, s ifs-
AMEH RETTCOI AT FA[ TSR I (AT | G FARITOR F A1 (7T Tfbee
532 ©f fmR T? SIRET AET G [N SR (B SR FA F#[2 QNS
SATYARE AT MBS @ JRIT FACS Y IF6! T & A GFmcs Sy
A, FRCT, AT [@E @ TR qfaFom W5 Heafke |

@2 OF @R FIF GONR WEGAl TR SANERET SRS (feqnToe
TP A @CY @RI FI& e qiee fieee fFees i e ey ¢
QO qRT 7 TR O SO FHFOR o AM GI0T AP F4 1 2T | @R A
FET @, SO SfoeTe 8 Rl Taeteice Wfverey ¢ waiver 43t

TR FOCA e fefere e weg zeafe 1= @8 Sifoul P ¢ Fg
ot B e Gz e fEgAEmE B vifi (neR el | e wrzd @
NG AP T I WA ICA P Prever| | Ger @ifow S SeAre FkFhe
R OIS AR 7B FRFNOT Ty ALy AR 0T TS T e 129 7RFH® e
G 35 effer IR T SETE PR Tre RFhed A R W06, @rE
(AT &R B AR AT [T T (@ FRFFS O 647 BIfH0a (ea (o381 1
T | qOIR O O T T T A G YT I A | Soregl o
SETermE TKFo G T RATS T8 20O AT | 97 O SHOAWR IRFod
T wRIwg (B RFhex @ ~Fem e oe 5w o fRaRea
TGS ACEnw A IS A

TP, SO TG @A ThTo [(fog B w3 Tl vy «bT & Ifoge =@
@, ARSBEE (T [T e[k @R &FER sfkrafwce Tfes Sdemar
SinE frerRce RIS At qdes elelibal bl fes L& ofret
SR G SRR Ty, GAWE ¢ S A Far a gFee ol S e
R ANfeFer ke frens e TEen e MEfire Fa0e A @A
OF AL PRPT F[ OF F 8 IFBCTF AT (AT R STRCR I NS IR O
IfYorey | oA (FoTed (Sl 2eid FRaie Rte wfewited 47 fofe
WEF (\FeAbe (RS R0 TGFR T7=F JITO MR AI=RT 6 1 |

@02 O JRIEE (F0d GFoared 72 fam s = Rmiees o
T | e fof Feited (@9e TSI TR W IR EediiRiNe wfewre e
At 1 I TR wfewre? =¥, O ©OF G WIY @R I pUR | 5
afsZIfEa Wity TR e M v2 B e fogens ser w41 | f[eiw s
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ANEE ARSRFRER ANCAGAETS @IS S FETF TSR R @ IRAT T
(6 e ST 4R0S ERT 0 | BT ARIBEF ete2 @35 2rs #Ad e
CToT e | 58 TP OF TCBl T ATl A1 OF KPS SRP© SFAT Fy
T @F WARTE VT TRITEtE ©iF JICEF (F(E OII8 JIR I | SRE
TR T FPETR e Fie F900 20T @ (ST THTH AT AGIR-ARZ @
IS ASCF P& AT A2 | @I NCF-SNNGD feronriona e e
TS I @IS SO ENFFIR R IR AT WS ETaTE ACTTomd &
AR OF F(E IEIRE A ANRCE G TGRS R (FSAT FF QR (7 |
Gfvrs (AtF ol T iR AiERre! A8k =7 «ted a7, FEe fofF @ e
TAMICE T AR | VY ©I% 77 fofq Tl wfer weae Ij9RAe o
TSI FNEE GO | TSR 2 S ROt 21afs (At @ o5 fofee war
I O - Sfeeremy [t fiea w=Rr [Erer [t afsar fear
wefie ©RF (official discourse) =Rits R GoaR trowe EAifEfs |

ORI WHORM R SRFTOR FEefes THF Y7 IF6! @G AR @R
SCHAGAR | MRS Tafore wfimracs [mitz W anewr zrfes @ wzg
&7y fe@t FEar W e )T SR, WF NS S S ot 1@
ferrfofes wom @ Rt (RRIRFR FRF w&Tots W e mikeee a
T Sqed 1 267 (I A6 T I RN ST FEACR | GF3S]
‘QBAE eITe G FAT rorwrEa IR T 200R SEREH NSl (T 2
TR | SISl JMRPT AR S0 F1Y IR FE SR/ [REA0eR FANe A0S 9T
@D 9T FIF Ry~ e Sweel R ewged =@ Sore
Ao | (58 @=F 0ol A GFe 2fogpiiael @ ENores 3k @ FAeEa
ARSI ST (IR G TR T Cele o faee we =Rews (e
Tl (IR | @ ST G5 AEAReS BT RO AT FCACRH 30 1°°

q KTy AAfeTe R@mRes REfre @ A8 o [ffied ol .
citeR = R@eed oF@ ewgeld = a1 fof 3f/7as Rmes I e
gy orrocEd fgfodlierer T SeRT wrgRe® (Class Compromise Theory)
ST B0 | (NS SfNPOR RHIRERe N SPI FC (HIRER GTAs et
THE AR G (PO, AN IABE, @R G NieTena e FACH A=47 &1
ST | G NS WECS TS AN I (FICA ToyR* Y 1 g Tifea
TR CIEeR T7 fofe a1 T2 @3 Fifmeet (+I1¥e IR | T T (<
(TR A AT AG (@037 A AW T @7 HC Qfs Nfermrar a1 weel
e we 1e = 10 @ o i it gerifen SfFReeT Ak =1 e oy =
e G TRATCT e 277 | 78 @ TRAW AR N Mew @fevramcs e
TR @I IS o I Al | QAT oATSIES AT R AL ASF ST IR
Iaa Wy T gy @i @R ~ffeml wRgR WooT W T tofid IR ACH
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| PR, I I P T AN A APRITOI (oT7 I Y78 P10 |
©18 qUFCT @MRIFer TR e I @, *eed [ A g a8 39 R
ARNSTE (Fog e AT 1 @7 ~feefore Rmrer {2 =firs zewr o wpr
T AT | IR, @RFFS TR *RA AFORFSR AL Qe TR g R
Terlfire It TRy T [Fve Fwew e 395 Refionw fes v o 1
A SRATCR #Y (AF R M e o i wd[ifey Y e e
Y FIFT THRO B GR T AL TIPS RS 0 1 7 T ST
faerfie 99 9 i@ &N =y =z e eww Rures am e A
M@ e R TAETS-97 @R FUR Seg A Torel & AN AT 251
@R AR SHEd ol Il B-AFLTETS Sfeqp aAfem Wy | @
GO A @ T [REed SEE 2@Ee of SRIEE Tuaeiie 8 FRaeTos
Ty T o =GR @FRTER BRI A1 e 7 G5 w0 SRS R
A S FIFS AR | G ‘== wtg's ‘negative class compromise’-
7 TofeTs T BT (7 AR ARSI AR A Lo ~Rfw 31 wire-sF afrm
TIF ACAF TR G FOTCACS SR &) Fo T ZA |

TopRER
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e @i, Avees ¥ e JLRfs-REA STwETR IFD
THMIT AR | IO INGAGES TG RCR IF B9 2foTfeTe =00, @A TR
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e Vel Torgs 8 TovoRfFe ¢ *Rr[fey | @ AWtz GoTm I fee
AP BF | (@1, TS T @A, TR N6 58], FIAS 2o IFAEy
e AR 7Y R@Rme afas IR | O g K wTel 7ee IS
GO (@ FAO] WL I P SRS A ANGORT [GrRiar | ol [wmned
oge swgrd [ReR el zre | FRM Efermm i wReE Ffes
e (g AT s oFg NI [EbTT IR GRS
SIS GwleR REAIAmeeTs g™ A weil weaces | fof simaes waiie @
Tyo, TFe ARQes @i KRR “IQAT 8 W @TRITERE 0 & APNS [old
T eyl @rrel ¢ Sfeee! ReT I9 TR | A T b FIE @
FaGIE e (¢ 58 WWTHa FIF RGRT CF@ qe IFG FRIDL 0o
1 28 2 o MR | O @RS e ATE FIFCS AN Al RS
A | SRS @ T TP I TR (2 @, FI-PIAT SAF-SPICR [eea
@I ETHHR TR R BIEI-SCRIE RS A -4 SR AFcens
e wEmEE [Prw @ Afoqm Fiee qR dfet@iy e weertes, of SRR
TG T B AR R ZORICT S S Se W1 ¢ o | 8
PO AGA-ARCON AES Ond Tod 9N W wens s =@, ¥
SRR IPF DIRIACS S 2062 e |
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Introduction

In today's era of numerous literary theories, it has become increasingly challenging
to comprehend and appreciate various human sciences like literature, art,
architecture, and sculpture. Scholars, critics, and litterateurs have consistently
rearranged the thinking world, serving as unofficial legislators for society, country,
and civilizations. Modernism and postmodernism promote critical appreciation and
evaluation of literary productions and art, reflecting the intellect of individuals,
societies, countries, and civilizations. Modernism and postmodernism have become
contentious and debateable arenas (Szostak, 2007). The shift towards diverse
perspectives in literature and art has significantly influenced the writing,
composition, and evaluation of human sciences' creative art. Postmodernism, as
defined by Hutcheon (1987), refers to the movement that emerged after the
modernist era. The article explores the contrasting perspectives and motivations of
modernism and postmodernism in literature and creative arts, analyzing their impact
and reactions. The term 'modern’ refers to the current state of literature and creative
arts, as defined by Frank in 1945. Postmodernism refers to the literature and art that
emerged after the rise of modernism, as defined by Connor (2004). So,
postmodernism is a continuation of modernism, not its downfall. Postmodernism
promotes continuous evolution in understanding literature, writing, and art, while
modernism encourages innovation in thinking, attitude, and production.

Modernism is a significant and widely accepted view within the field of human
sciences, as highlighted by Rosenau in 1991. Modernism is a significant movement
that significantly influences the thought process of human beings, critics, scholars,
and researchers. The exhibition showcases a wide range of contemporary art,
sculpture, music, painting, drama, poetry, and fiction. This prompts various inquiries
about modernism, its focus, literature, art exhibitions, and sculpture ventures.
Modern writers and modernism cannot be synonymous or applied to recent thought,
as stated by Eysteinsson (2018). Examples of writers from the fifth, sixth, seventh,
and current centuries can be included. This phenomenon is crucial in various human
studies, including writing, painting, music, and architecture, across all ages and
periods. According to Children (2016), all aspects of human sciences will be viewed
as modernism, with specific tenets. Modernism is a broad concept that encompasses
all aspects of society and should not be defined in a specific manner. Modernism,
originating in the late 19th century, has continued to evolve throughout the 20th
century, despite its seemingly unrelated origins. Modernism, a diversified phase that
began with the Renaissance, is a significant advancement in the field of modern art
and design. However, it is rather an idea. Modernism, a concept that emerged
through various ideas and diversified propensity, has evolved over time. The
modernity of a piece of literature and creative arts is determined by the ideas it
contains and the characteristics it possesses.

Postmodernism, a complex and slippery ideology, is as challenging to describe as
many other ideologies due to its complexity and slippery nature. But postmodernism
has been employed so extensively and widely in today's environment that the
researcher is unable to ignore it. Umberto Eco states postmodernism as the
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unfortunate term as noted by La Manna in 1992. He claims that postmodernists
understand the need to review the past, in contrast to modernists who seek to
eliminate it. In other words, postmodernism conjures popularity while modernism
evokes solidity. Even if postmodernism peaks in the 1960s and 1970s, its roots can
be seen in the 1930s of the 20th century. It is implied that modernism is dead when
one speaks of postmodernism. Bronner (2017) argues that critical theory and
appreciation often have a noteworthy moment, which is untrue. Postmodernism is,
therefore, a supplement and addition to modernism. In this context, the researcher
can consider a few of the more accessible definitions of postmodernism. An eclectic
approach, alienator writing, parody and pastiche are the characteristics of
postmodernism, according to Cuddon's entry in his A Dictionary of Literary Terms
and Literary Theory (Cuddon, 2012). The idea of literature, art, music, sculpture,
architecture, and philosophy from the 1940s and 1950s, which flourished under the
cover of modernism's evolution and tendencies, is challenged by postmodernism.
Thus, postmodernism may be understood as a divergence from modernism as much
as a critique of it.

Literature review

To Antin (1972), postmodernism integrates modern traits, convictions, and styles.
Modernism can no longer denote present if it is reduced to a narrow collection of
"stylistic features" (Antin, 1972; p. 98). This indicates that modernism explores
unique qualities that are not time-bound, and modernism is constantly on the lookout
for its futuristic, time-winning, and avant-grade features. Antin provides examples of
modern and contemporary furniture to help explain the concept. Modernism is,
therefore, "forever open™ (p. 99). The "exotic look™ (p. 99) of modern furniture has
vanished and been released from the "time capsule” (p. 99). The literary and artistic
references from Schoenberg, Varese, Ruth St. Denis, Isadora or Martha Graham,
Picasso, Malevitch, Moholy Nagy, Eliot, and Pound, among others, reinforce Antin's
assertion of modernism's timelessness and open characteristics.

Smythe (2015) describes postmodernism as "the onset of an age of after modernism"
(p. 365), citing Nicolas Bourriaud. Terry Smith refers to the "reflexivity and avant-
grade experimentality” (p. 365) of modern art as postmodern art due to the
globalisation of the genre. Smythe (2015) defines postmodern art as the "resurgence
of formalist and self-expressive™ (p. 356) attitude of modern art, citing other groups
such as David Geers. Postmodern art is, thus, defined by these "neo-modern” (p.
365) perspectives as the "discrete traits and tendencies of modernism™ (p. 365).
Smythe defines modernism, however, as the "necessity of innovation becoming the
primary fact of life, work, and thought" (p. 366), quoting Smith. Smythe also
contends that postmodernism is a reinterpretation of modernity and modernism in
light of all of these. Therefore, postmodernism is not modernism's downfall but
rather modernism's added avant-garde. According to Smythe (2015), the late
eighteenth-century scientific, economic, and social revolutions marked a decisive
departure from the ancient cultural and social models, and it was out of this mentality
that modernism and postmodernism were born.
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Ali (2020) finds modern English poetry characterized by “technical innovation
through the extensive use of free verse” (p. 1) and the move away from poetic self to
ideal readers or audience. It reads, innovative and experimental writing style and
thematic expression in English poetry is labelled as modern poetry. To Ali, such
move started early with William Wordsworth’s publication of Lyrical Ballads (1789)
and extends in Romantic “British poetry, Greek literature, Chinese and Japanese
poetry, Dante and the medieval Italian philosophical poetry” (p. 1) etc. She also finds
Ezra Pound’s advice “on the meaning of words” (p. 2) in poetry, Walt Whitman’s
free verse, Oscar Wilde’s prose poetry as the modern poetry. However, Zhang (2010)
finds certain postmodern characteristics in poetry like the length, eloquent correlative
demonstrability, distrust of reality, anarchic irruption, frivolity and self-pleasure in
Irish literary critic and poet Denis Donoghue’s poem On Eloquence. It goes that
apart from the stylistic feature like long length, postmodern poetry presents thematic
phenomena like distrust of reality and frivolity in post-war creative expressions.

Shepherd (2005) finds “performance reconstruction and reception analysis” (p. 60)
as the true modernist theatrical production, though he observes ignorance in Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway’s theatre performance with modernist
characteristics. It means, if there is innovative, new and experimental reconstruction
or avant-grade remaking in a drama that is modern. A theatre performance can also
be called modern observing and critically analyzing audience’s reception and
reaction. Shepherd claims that modern drama mentions entirely on English,
American, French, and German work which proves that drama as a whole neither is
nor evaluated on its true modern perspectives. For this reason, Innes points out that
modern drama starts “not from Ibsen, but from Dada” (cited in Shepherd, 2005; p.
59). So, Susan Stanford Friedman finds contradictions in current definition of
modernism (cited in Shepherd, 2005; p. 59). However, Richardson (2001) finds that
postmodern drama discovers ‘“numerous wonderful specimens” (p. 69) like
presentation of voice and narration in drama. It reads, while traditional drama tends
to stage performance only, postmodern drama goes further avant-grade stage
performance through voice and narration. Richardson also mentions Bakhtinian
“polyphony or interior polemical speech” (cited in Richardson, 2001; p. 692) is also
a tenet of postmodern drama which can traverse the literary boundary “between
drama and film” (p. 692). It means that if modern drama offers new avant-grade,
postmodern drama hovels extra newer avant-grade in theatre presentation,
performance and narration as well.

McCracken and Jo (2015) claim that modern novel starts in between 1902-1939
James Joyce’s ‘Ithaca’ episode in his lengthy novel Ulysses (1920). It seems that
before 1902, novels were written in moderate length. This very James Joyce initiated
experimenting lengthy novel with his writing. Thus, a stylistic experiment and
innovation in novel started with James Joyce in 1920. McCracken and Jo mention
Franco Moretti’s “super-canonical form” (cited in McCracken and Jo, 2015; p. 270)
in Henry James’ Wings of a Dove (1902), Thomas Mann’s The Magic Mountain
(1924) and Virginia Woolf’s The Years (1937) etc. It speaks that modern novel starts
from 1902 in one hand and on the other the canonical stylistic features of novel calls
modernist temperaments. They also argue that in 1920s, Proust, Richardson, and
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Joyce’s novels reject the conventional “nineteenth-century realist novel” (p. 270) as
well as welcome narrative experiments, impressionism, point of view, alternative
states of consciousness, dreams and undocumented banalities of human life. Hence,
modernism not only innovates style rather it reshuffles thematic presentations in
novels as the creative genre. On the contrary, Owen (1997) claims that detective
novel’s inversions in forms, content, and expectations embraces epistemological and
ontological innovations in creative fiction. Thus, to Owen these are the tenets of
postmodern novel. It raises the questions of differentiating modern and postmodern
novels. Owen, here, mentions Michael Holquist and points out that detective geme
experiments the possibilities, limitations, and the power of conscious perception and
the search for knowledge which exemplify postmodern novel. It means, postmodern
novels usher lights on the ever newer imaginative as well as surrealistic themes in
creative fiction.

Scruton (2004) claims that modern philosophy starts with Descartes (1596 — 1650),
who is largely credited with helping modern philosophy and science, come into
being. To Scruton, Descartes’ arguments radically change “the method of
philosophy” (p. 12). It means, changes in method and outlook become the tenet of
modern philosophy. He elaborates that science requires evidence, while literature in
based on creative reality. But modern philosophy assumes the in-between roles of
science and literature. Scruton’s book titled A Short History of Modern Philosophy:
From Descartes to Wittgenstein (2004) also suggests that modern philosophy ends
with Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein (1889 — 1951) who focused on logic,
mathematics philosophy, philosophy of mind, and philosophy of language. It goes
that modern philosophy starts with Descartes’ in-between position of science and
literature, and ends with Wittgenstein’s philosophy of mind and language. On the
opposite side of the coin, mentioning Dr. Earl Creps, the head of Springfield,
Missouri's Assemblies of God Theological Seminary's doctor of ministry program,
Farhan (2019) finds postmodern philosophy “plurality of worldviews [like] centrality
of community, subjectivity of truth, complexity of human perception, fragility of
progress, unreality of absolutes [and] enormity of the spiritual” (p. 2). It tells that
postmodern philosophical perception of truth and reality is varied to person to
person, where one phenomenon has multiple meanings and reality.

Volavkova (1971) finds Twentieth-century sculpture “as the reaction against the
preceding century” (p. 317) in which clay model and plaster cast sculpture design
gained popularity. But, in 20" century, sculptor combined design with realization. To
Volavkova, Brancusi (1876 — 1957) — presents a new meaning for the sculptural
concept of originality. It means, modern sculpture initiates realization and perception
with the sculptural design, while traditional preceding sculptors value model and
design only. However, Levin (2007) finds surrealism in Andre Masson, Matta and
Picasso’s art and architecture as the expression of postmodernism.

Reviewing the plethora of existing literature, the researcher finds research gap in the
comparative study in modernism and postmodernism. Thus, this article intends to
find the answer of the following research question:
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1. How and which ways do modernism and postmodernism differ in critical
appreciation and evaluation of creative production?

Methodology

This article utilized a qualitative data analysis approach, utilizing secondary and
tertiary data from various sources such as articles, journals, books, magazines, and
websites to address the research question.

Discussion

The author of this article explores ancient literature, including the epic poem
Beowulf and Old English works like "The Wanderer", "The Seafarer”, and "The
Dream of the Rood" with modern ideals and characteristics. There is no
inquisitiveness, most of these are easy, the surface of simple interpretation of
modernism. This tendency meets a great shuffle in the age of Chaucer in 14"
century. Chaucer is widely recognized as the leading figure in modern literature,
according to Brown (2008). Even the English language which would use before
Chaucer gets new entity and loses totally afterword. Thus, Chaucer can be treated as
the harbinger of modern tendency.

Renaissance becomes the age of rebirth and reawakening, the most important thing
as for as Modernism (Baker, 1987). Renaissance opens up the new outlook, new
perspective, new paradigm to begin with this revolutionary appeal around human.
So, Renaissance’s human centralism refuels modernism. Before Renaissance,
everything would treat either nature or God or something else. But Renaissance
establishes that everything should be treated in terms of human appeal (Nelson,
1973). The classical learning of the pre-Jesus period, the Greco-Roman period was
centered with man, but for certain reasons it was veiled. With the flashlight of
Renaissance it revives again. The Greco-Roman learning comes back and some
literary scholars come to the current phase and the Greco-Roman tradition spread all
over Europe in terms of literature, art, painting and sculpture. Thus, the self-centered
individualistic idea concerning past, nature and God turns to human beings and their
expressions in creative art, literature, painting, sculpture etc. Renaissance ushers a
notion that visible human being is more precious than invisible God (Hofele and
Stephan, 2011). So, this study assumes the Greco-Roman learning as the first thought
of the first idea of modernism i.e., this study finds human being as the nucleus of
modernist phenomena. Next-time, Restoration, Reformation, Classical, Neo-classical
are not so important in terms of modernism (Chabard, 2021). During the time of
renaissance the evolution of human thought meets a great shuffle that changes the
total outlook of creative art, literature, painting, sculpture that paves modernism.

Literary invention like renaissance and revolution change the economic ideas and the
idea of creative art as well. Enlightenment, Industrial Revolution, and French
Revolution assemble together and give radical change to human thought. This very
movement proceeds towards the closing of 19" century. So, narrowly, this study
finds that Modernism begins from this very moment from which modernism
inceptors almost all of human sciences.
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Modernism breaks the tradition and the established view (Eysteinsson, 2018). It is a
development, introduction of new idea. So, modernism supplies the introduction of
some new ideas in one hand and on the other breaks the tradition. Again human
being is the centred idea of modernism (Childs, 2016). Thus breaking away the
accepted ideas and the introduction of fresh ideas rationalized in the terms of
humanistic appeal are called Modernism. In literature, art, painting, music and
architecture, this paper finds some established tradition, when this study discovers
any break in these established tradition, the researcher finds it modern.

Avant-grade movement depicts modernism (Zhang, 2021). The critical arena heavily
relies on the structure and form of creative art, literature, music, painting, and
sculpture. But, modernism challenges traditional forms and promotes
experimentation in various creative genres. If this study observes any experiment in a
literary from, that will be modern. Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman, 'King Lear’,
'Hamlet', and 'King Oedipus', serve as tragic heroes and protagonists. They are the
kings and commander-in-chief, i.e., man of position and rank in society. Arthur
Miller proves in Death of a Salesman (1949), that if it is properly handled, any
person can act as a tragic hero (Halassa and Rania, 2020). Here, the hero is not a
societal figure like king or general, but a door-to-door salesman selling commodities.
Thus, it is an experiment in the traditional established form of a tragic hero. Such
experiment is modern. Again, this study finds similar experiment in the traditional
concept of heroine in Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina. Thus, the changes in attitude,
the experiment in form assume and flourish modernism. This experiment may be in
all sectors. Even the antithesis of the current approach to teaching and learning
languages is modernism in language teaching and learning, due to the fact that it is a
language learning and teaching experiment.

Literature does not have particular full stop (Bennett and Nicholas, 2023). It goes on
and on in an eternal way. However, this study gets experiment in literature and
creative yields. So, experiment is the basic idea of modernism. Spain (2000) states
that women are often prohibited from going outside their dwellings at night due to
various reasons within society. If someone exhibits a sense of progressiveness in this
field, they will likely adopt a modern attitude. Thus, progressiveness in any sector is
another basic idea of modernism.

A fresh perspective on modernism and postmodernism brings a significant shift to
the field of contemporary thought (Cooper and Gibson, 2015). The term
"postmodernism" was coined by certain French critics in the 1930s. It is considerably
later in history, to be sure. This article ought to bring forth one historical instance
from 1980. Habermas' 2016 article "Modernity - An Incomplete Project” introduces
postmodernism, which focuses on the incomplete nature of modernity. Habermas
claims that the modern era began during the Enlightenment Ideals, which spanned
from the mid-17th to mid-18th century. During the Enlightenment, a renewed belief
in the power of reason to improve human society emerged (Kent, 2002). Kant,
Voltaire, and Diderot, along with Locke and Hume, are all philosophers who share
similar ideas in Germany, France, and Britain. The era in Britain is known as "The
Age of Reason" (Tonelli, 1971). The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of
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Reason, aimed to solve society's problems through disinterested individuals applying
reason and logic, breaking from tradition and religious adherence. The French
Revolution serves as the initial test for this theory. To Habermas, it is modern
(Habermas and Seyla, 1981). In the 18th century, reason and logic reached their
peak, influencing science, technology, art, culture, architecture, literature, and music,
ultimately dispelling superstitions. People believe that humanity will be prioritized
and that all individuals will lead fulfilling lives. Humanity and solidarity thrived in
the early 20th century, but World Wars destroyed these ideals and led to six million
deaths. Habermas questions modernism and Enlightenment values, advancing
postmodernism's central thesis. He concludes modernism as a myth and the
Enlightenment fails to meet expectations. Modernists, according to him, are "young
conservatives" (Richters, 1988). Postmodernism is an academic response to the
characteristics of modernism and Enlightenment, presenting a sharp critique of these
values.

Lyotard's 1984 book, The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge, is
credited with defining postmodernism, as exemplified in his essay "Answering the
Question: What is Post-modernism?" he critiques modernism's fallacy and
enlightenment's goals, arguing that while people may feel happy during these times,
their core ideals are corrupt, and understanding these flaws can lead to happiness.
People often accept fallacy due to a deep hole in their hearts, but they eventually
realize these ideals are untrue and fail to fulfil their commitments. Lyotard has
criticized Habermas as he has not entirely abandoned the modernist ideal. Regarding
Habermas, Lyotard believes to get rid of the incomplete project of modernism, that
of the Enlightenment, under the banner of post-modernism (Goodfield, 2020). To
Lyotard, the Postmodern would be that which in the modern invokes the
unpresentable in presentation itself; that which refuses the consolation of correct
forms; that which refuses the consensus of taste permitting a common experience of
nostalgia for the impossible (Jenkins, 2013). The text suggests that this is the
postmodernist approach to stating that something is unpresentable in presentation.
Lyotard critiques modern-day traditions, including the "Grand" story and Meta
(master) story, as he refers to them. Lyotard argues that a comprehensive portrayal of
a society is impossible, unlike the ethnographies of the early 1900s (Rynkiewich,
2012). Lyotard's well-known definition of postmodernism refers to 'meta-narratives'.
He, therefore, defines postmodernism as "mini- or meta-narratives" and modernism
as "Grand Narratives" (Fitriah, 2010). Lyotard's postmodern meta-narratives provide
a comprehensive understanding of the reasons behind specific behaviours or beliefs
within a specific environment. They provide a framework for managing various
'mini- or meta' narratives. Lyotard, thus, argues that postmodernism and modernism
are not diametrically opposed. Postmodernism undermines modernity since it is a
response to modern ideals and the Enlightenment.

Baudrillard studies Marxist criticism of capitalism that focuses on postmodernism
too. Helen Rosenau identifies Baudrillard as a cynical postmodernist, stating that
everything has already happened and no new can occur (Weiss and Karla, 2002).
Baudrillard's analysis of modernity and postmodernity remodels the world in a new
system. Habib (2018) defines postmodernity as the era of mass media, including
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photography and film. Baudrillard defines early modernity as the period between the
Renaissance and the Industrial Revolution, and modernity as the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution. To him, our environment is made up of images, yet these
images are merely simulations (Wolny, 2017). In today's era, truth is a product of
consensus values, and 'science' is just a term people use to describe certain
explanation modes. Baudrillard (1988) argues that postmodern is a concept that
many people seem to struggle to comprehend.

Derrida is a skeptic postmodernist and a poststructuralist. Deconstructing texts and
examining the connections between their meanings are major topics of Derrida’s
writing (Silverman, 2004). Derrida directly addresses the reason concept found in
Western philosophy. To him, ‘a metaphysics of presence’ rules reason. Foucault
argues that historical developments have significantly influenced the unchanging
principles of human nature and society, as per O'Farrell (2013). Foucault's
postmodernism focuses on the analysis of power and its fluctuating patterns as a key
pillar. Foucault, a postmodern theorist, challenges the conventional notion of history
as a sequence of unavoidable truths.

Lyotard views postmodernism as a lack of consensus in taste (Burdman, 2020).
Postmodernist aesthetic practices multiplicity in forms, outlooks, agendas etc. It
deploys a fractured, systematically deranged language aimed at destabilising the
systems (Murdoch, 2005). Postmodern literature challenges traditional narrative
conventions in American and British writers of 1960s and 1970s through their 'meta-
fictions'. Fragmentation, inter-textuality, discontinuity like ‘hypertext’, characterise
postmodern literature. Postmodern literature and art are characterized by the blurring
lines between 'high' and 'elite’, 'serious art' and 'low’, popular art. Hybrid genres blur
the lines between literature and journalism, literature and autobiography, literature
and history. Postmodern literature's most notable expression emerged during the
1970s with the rise and spread of feminist, multiethnic, multicultural, and
postcolonial literature. The term 'avant-grade' originates from French and refers to a
progressive program or advance guard. Postmodernism, originally seen as a solution
to modernism, encourages forward thinking and rejects outdated ideas, making it the
new avant-garde. T. S. Eliot's The Waste Land is a collection of incomplete, aleatory
stories that incorporate chance and randomness. This work employs a postmodern
technique similar to 1917 Dadaists, who created poems from random newspaper
sentences (Beals, 2013). The Dada movement, originating post-World War |,
consisted of artists who embraced absurdity, irrationality, and anti-bourgeois protest,
rejecting the logic and aesthetics of contemporary capitalism.

Samuel Beckett's 1955 novel, Waiting for Godot, utilizes postmodern techniques.
Estragon and Vladimir play language games without realising their full significance.
Postmodernists agree that games are common among people, with no transcendental
reality behind them. However, Estragon and Vladimir desire more. Franz Kafka's
Metamorphosis, despite being irrational and nonsensical, explores fundamental
aspects of human existence through a postmodern eclectic and aleatory approach.
This experimental technique may refer as modern technique. Nouveau-roman and
anti-novel are distinct that offer new experiments and explore different genres.
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Nouveau-Roman literature often sees villains transform into heroes, as seen in Emily
Bronte's Wuthering Heights, where Heathcliff’s lack of maternal care leads to a
monster. ‘Heathcliff’” becomes postmodern of how modernism inspires new
experimentation while postmodernism creates newer experimentation. Magic-realism
of contemporary African literature is a postmodern characteristic. Realism is anti-
magic. Postmodernism finds flaws in realism (Pilgrim, 2000), seeing that they cannot
express their viewpoint in concrete realism. Magic realism combines something real
and something unreal as in Coleridge's ‘Willing suspension of disbelief” and Emily
Bronte's extra-realistic character in ‘Heathcliff’. Postmodern mini-narratives are an
eclectic, aleatory approach, often parodied and pastiches of larger narratives like
hoz-poz, modern music, Marxist, feminist, psychoanalytic criticism, science fiction,
neo-Gothic, and horror stories.

Postmodernist art, originating in the 1960s, critiques institutionalized sexism and
male bias like ‘male gaze’ in the art system through feminist, pop, and Fluxus art
forms (Fournier, 2021). Postmodernist architecture diversifies in spirit and style,
movement and project (Jencks, 2002). Postmodernist architecture focuses on
particularity, specificity, and complexity, as seen in the 550 Madison Avenue
skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan, designed by Philip Johnson and John Burgee.
Philip Johnson's AT&T headquarters in New York City, an austere, International-
style skyscraper with a baroque Chippendale pediment, is considered a
postmodernist building.

Postmodern dance and music displace classical harmonies with ever-more-complex,
almost unmusical sounds and noises (Black, 2012). Postmodernist dance,
characterized by the collapse of boundaries, shares much formal experimentation.
Postmodernists emphasize the works of Bill T. Jones, Twyla Tharp, and Mark
Morris, replacing traditional dances like jazz, folk, and tribal, ballroom, break, and
line dancing.

Postmodern philosophy, originating from the critique of Continental philosophy,
challenges the fundamental assumptions and structures of philosophy (Silverman and
Donn, 1988). It was greatly influenced by phenomenology, structuralism, and
existentialism, including the writings of Nietzsche, Heidegger, Kierkegaard, and
Hegel. Postmodern philosophy is skeptical of modern values and assumptions, such
as the notion of human essence and the superiority of one form of government over
another. Postmodern philosophy is linked to critical theory, deconstruction, and
various fields like post-feminism, post-Marxism, and post-structuralism, unlike
structuralism's binary oppositions.

Postmodernism is originally a reaction to modernism and modern ideals (Foster,
1983). Postmodernism, influenced by World War II, refers to a complex,
interconnected, and often parody-like state of culture, intellectual, and artistic
existence. The matter has led to allegations of fraudulence. When the idea of a
reaction or rejection of modernism is borrowed by other fields, it became
synonymous in some contexts with post-modernity. The term is closely associated
with Derrida's post-structuralism and modernism, as it represents a rejection of
bourgeois elitist culture. Post-modernism emerged as a reaction to the despair,
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disillusionment, and ambiguity caused by World War Il, as a response to the ideals
of modernism. Postmodernism is derived from Nietzsche's critique of the waning
aspects of modernity, particularly the nihilism and decadence that have characterized
it. Rudolf Pannwitz's postmodernism, unlike Nietzsche's, incorporates nationalist and
mythical elements, challenging the modern human to overcome it. Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche express their scepticism through the appeal of existentialism and argue
against objectivity, particularly with regard to social morals and societal norms that
are destroyed, tormented, tortured, and ultimately destroyed by World War 11.

Conclusion

Modernism breaks away from established rules, traditions and conventions, and
refreshes ways of looking at human’s position and function in the universe and many
remarkable experiments in form and style of creative art, music, literature, painting
and sculpture etc. Structuralism is closely concerned with modern tenderness and
ideals. So, this study finds modernism as an innovative movement, a revivifying
movement which includes the fresh and new idea, welcomes ever fresh idea in the
unfathomable world of critical theory, art and literature. However, postmodernism
focuses a change in the concept of art, architecture, music, film, literature, sociology,
communications, fashion, and technology. It is also difficult to locate postmodernism
historically because it is unclear exactly when postmodernism begins. Thus,
postmodernism is an amorphous term and that it cannot be termed in a neat-
narration.
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Abstract

Maternal health has long been a significant concern over the century, as marital
status had been identified as a significant predictor of women’s health and
mortality, with married individuals generally experiencing better health outcomes
than unmarried individuals. This study examines the long-term effects of maternal
health on birth rates in Matlab, Bangladesh. It explores the relationship between
the number and timing of births and Bangladeshi women’s health, reproductive
function, and autonomy. Using secondary data from a large quantitative study, the
research investigates how maternal health influences the frequency of
childbirth.The data include key socioeconomic variables such as birth control
usage, social class, assets, education, and environmental toxin exposure. These
factors are also incorporated into the analysis. The outcome variables include
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identifies a clear association between maternal health and reproductive patterns in
Matlab, Bangladesh. Findings indicate that a higher number of births is closely
linked to increased health risks, including maternal morbidity, obesity, and chronic
conditions.
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Introduction

In recent decades, there has been tremendous progress in women’s health, and the
development has long standing significance and benefits over the long-term event of
the life course. Influences over women’s health include socioeconomic status and
other life conditions. According to Henretta (2007), reproductive birth counts, and
early childbearing has been linked to a range of adverse health outcomes for women,
including increased risk of mortality. Marital status had been identified as a
significant predictor of women’s health and mortality, with married individuals
generally experiencing better health outcomes than unmarried individuals. According
to Griceet al. (2007), the findings of the author’s analysis of the longitudinal data
which emphasize women’s reproduction function and minimize their autonomy,
women have more children more often. Intense reproductive labor in this manner has
been associated with poor health for women and children (Adhikari 2016, Barham
2012 &Henretta, 2007). Sociologically, women’s subordinate gender status places
them at increased risk of over-work around reproduction, placing their health and
well-being at risk. This study investigates the relationship between the number and
timing of births and the health of Bangladeshi women, utilizing secondary data from
a large-scale quantitative study. In addition to reproductive patterns, the analysis
incorporates key socioeconomic factors such as birth control use, social class, asset
ownership, education, and environmental toxin exposure. Health outcomes are
assessed through both overall health status and specific disease experiences.

In the next section of the paper, research from around the world regarding women’s
status, reproduction, and health is reviewed. This is followed by review of literature
regarding Bangladesh, before details of the data, analyses, and findings are
discussed.

Literature Review

Christopher (2005) highlights the significance of social roles in shaping women’s
experiences and opportunities.He identifies role strain as the stress and strain
individuals experience when they cannot fulfill the demands of multiple roles,
contending that role strain can adversely affect women’s health outcomes,
particularly when experienced across several domains, such as work, family, and
community roles. Mothers who experience a sudden increase in fertility are more
likely to develop health problems, such as high blood pressure and obesity, likely
due to increased stress, financial hardship, and the physical demands of raising more
children (Céaceres-DelpianoandSimonsen, 2012). Weng et al. (2004) investigate the
link between obesity and the number of children among middle-aged men and
women. Using data from the Health and Retirement Study (HRS), a sample of
individuals aged 50 and over in the United States, the authors analyzed information
from over 15,000 participants. They studied the correlation between the number of
children and body mass index (BMI). The study discovered that women with more
children were more prone to obesity. Each additional child “was associated with a
7% increase in the likelihood of obesity.”

According to Grice et al. (2007), “women who experienced high levels of work-
family conflict” in the early months after childbirth were more likely to report poorer
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health outcomes later, including symptoms of depression, anxiety, and physical
health problems. The importance of maternal health service utilization in improving
maternal and child health outcomes is discussed by Ramesh Adhikari (2016), who
notes that despite progress, maternal mortality and morbidity rates remain high in
Nepal, particularly among marginalized and disadvantaged populations. To address
this issue, Adhikari suggests that improving women’s autonomy and agency may be
a crucial strategy for increasing maternal health service utilization and reducing
maternal health disparities in Nepal. Women’s autonomy, as measured by various
indicators such as decision-making power, mobility, and financial independence, is
positively correlated with maternal health service utilization in Nepal. Women with
higher levels of autonomy “were more likely to use antenatal care, delivery, and
postnatal care services compared to those with lower levels of autonomy” (Adhikari,
2016), and other factors, such as education, wealth, and geographic location are also
determinant of maternal health service utilization in Nepal. This work highlights the
critical role of women’s autonomy in overcoming barriers to accessing and utilizing
maternal health services, particularly for marginalized and disadvantaged women
(Adhikari, 2016).

Callander (2021) highlights the disparities in healthcare services received by
Indigenous mothers who experience stillbirth compared to non-Indigenous mothers
in Australia. The study found that Indigenous mothers had lower rates of appropriate
care and support, experienced multiple stillbirths, and had stillbirths at earlier
gestational ages. Geographic and socioeconomic disadvantages, cultural barriers, and
racism and discrimination within the healthcare system contributed to the inequitable
use of health services for indigenous mothers. The author suggests interventions to
address these issues, including reducing racism and discrimination, improving access
to culturally responsive care, and addressing social and economic determinants of
health. The author emphasizes the importance of involving Indigenous communities
in designing and implementing these interventions.

Rahman (2017) argued that the impact of contraceptive use on changes in weight,
body composition, and fat distribution in women was investigated. The study
highlights the potential impact of contraceptive use on women’s body composition
and fat distribution. It suggests that healthcare providers should consider these
effects when counseling women on contraceptive options. However, the study’s
reliance on a specific population and limited timeframe may limit its generalizability
to other groups or longer-term effects of contraceptive use.

Schittker (2004) argued that the relationship between employment and health
outcomes is complex for women with children. Women with children who were
employed in 2004 reported better health outcomes than those who were not, but only
if they worked full-time. Part-time employment was not associated with better health
outcomes for women with children:

“Giving birth multiple times can have various impacts on a woman's health, which
depend on factors such as her age, overall health, and pregnancy spacing. Potential
impacts may include an increased risk of maternal mortality, physical changes like
weight gain and stretch marks, a higher likelihood of experiencing pregnancy
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complications such as gestational diabetes or preterm labor, an impact on
reproductive health like an increased risk of uterine prolapse, and the potential toll
on mental health due to the demands and stress of caring for multiple children”.
(Schnittker, 2004, p.286-305).

According to Uri P.Dior et al. (2013), there is an association between the number of
children and the mortality risk of mothers. The findings indicate that maternal
pregnancies and postnatal characteristics, as reflected by the number of children,
may have lasting consequences for maternal health.

Bearing Children in Bangladesh

The impacts of giving birth multiple times on a woman’s health can vary depending
on factors like age, overall health, and pregnancy spacing. These impacts may
include a higher risk of maternal mortality, physical changes such as weight gain and
stretch marks, an increased likelihood of experiencing pregnancy complications like
gestational diabetes or preterm labor, potential effects on reproductive health like
uterine prolapse, and a toll on mental health due to the stress and demands of caring
for multiple children (WHO, 2019).

Family programs are considered one of the vital agendas in most developing
countries where people have limited access to resources compared to the population.
The programs aim to give fertility assistance rather than population control.
Sometimes overpopulation is considered a burden for the country and thinking of
hindering development (WHO, 2019). After the birth of Bangladesh, the government
has taken different initiatives through various five years plans; family planning is
one of them. It is believed that small families have benefits for maternal health or
less burden to educate children. Once, the government had to telecast the
advertisement to the mass media to create awareness, stating, “Small family is a
happy family.” A small family doesn’t mean a nuclear family but limiting the
number of births. So, it is argued that the number of births in the family has a
significant role in maternal health.

Douglas (1984) investigated the initial impact of a family planning program on
contraceptive use and fertility in rural Bangladesh. The study used data from a
baseline survey of 21,675 women of reproductive age in 67 rural villages in
Bangladesh, where villages were “randomly assigned to either a treatment group or a
control group.” The treatment group received family planning services, including
contraceptives, health education, and counseling, while the control group did not.
Koenig (1988) analyzed maternal mortality rates in rural Matlab, Bangladesh,
between 1976 and 1985. The authors aimed to assess the maternal mortality ratio
(MMR), identify the leading causes of maternal deaths, and examine factors
associated with maternal mortality. The study was conducted in a demographic
surveillance area (DSA) in eastern Bangladesh, using data from the DSA’s health
and demographic surveillance system, which records important events such as births
and deaths. The study found that the MMR in the Matlab DSA was 550 per 100,000
live births during the study period, with bleeding being the primary cause of
maternal deaths, followed by sepsis and eclampsia. Additionally, maternal mortality
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was higher among younger women, those with lower levels of education, and those
from poor households.

Mobarak et al. (2017) examined the effects of a wealth shock on marriage market
outcomes in rural Bangladesh, focusing on consanguineous marriage (marriage
between close relatives). The study utilizes data from a randomized controlled trial
that provided cash transfers to households in rural Bangladesh. The authors
investigated the impact of cash transfers on various marriage market outcomes,
including consanguineous marriage, marriage age, and educational attainment. The
study finds that cash transfers led to an increase in consanguineous marriage,
especially among poorer households. The authors suggest that this may be due to a
heightened demand for marriage partners within the same wealth class and a desire
to maintain family ties and social networks. Furthermore, the study reveals that cash
transfers resulted in a rise in marriage age and educational attainment among women,
indicating positive effects on women’s empowerment and agency.

It is crucial to consider the context and implications of the Matlab program. The
Matlab program was implemented in Bangladesh in the 1980s to improve the health
and well-being of mothers and children in the region. The program provided family
planning services, maternal and child health care, and nutrition education. The
program’s long-term effects on older women’s well-being have been examined in
recent research. The analysis of the statement indicates that the Matlab program had
a positive long-term impact on older women’s well-being (Barham, 2012). The study
found that older women who were exposed to the program had better health
outcomes, including lower rates of chronic illness, disability, and cognitive
impairment. This suggests that the program had a lasting impact on the health of
women who were exposed to it. Rahman et al. (2019) examined the long-term effects
of the Matlab Maternal and Child Health/Family Planning Program on older
women’s well-being in the region 35 years after its initiation. Rahman et al. (2019)
argued that the program significantly positively affected older women’s health and
well-being. Women exposed to the program had better physical “health, lower rates
of chronic disease, longer life expectancy, better mental health outcomes, including
lower rates of depression and anxiety.” Women exposed to the program had better
economic outcomes, including higher income levels and better access to healthcare.
Tania Barham and Randall Kuhn (2009) examined the impact of a health and family
planning program on migration patterns in rural Bangladesh. Using data from the
Matlab Health and Demographic Surveillance System, the study analyzed a
treatment group of 52 villages that received access to health and family planning
services and a control group of 58 villages that did not have access to these services
until later. The study finds that the health and family planning program significantly
affected out-migration patterns, specifically for women. Women in the treatment
group were less likely to migrate out of their home villages than those in the control
group. The authors suggest that this may be due to improved health outcomes,
increased economic opportunities, and greater control over reproductive decision-
making.
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Tania Barham (2012) explored how a health and family planning program
implemented in the early 1990s in the Matlab area of Bangladesh impacted women’s
cognitive functioning in the medium term. The study used data from the Matlab
Health and Demographic Surveillance System to compare the mental functioning of
women who participated in the program to those who did not, using tests that
measured memory, attention, and executive function. The study found that women
who participated in the program had significantly better scores on memory and
executive function tests than women who did not participate. The program’s positive
effects on cognitive functioning were found to be greater for women with fewer
children and higher levels of education. These results suggest that the health and
family planning program improved women’s cognitive functioning in the medium
term, particularly for those who had greater access to education and fewer child-
rearing responsibilities. Henretta (2007) analyzed HRS data examining the relationship
between early childbearing and mortality risk among women over 50. The research
shows that “women who had their first child before the age of 20 had a significantly
higher risk of mortality compared to women who had their first child at age 20 or
older, even after controlling for other factors.” The relationship between early
childbearing and mortality was also stronger among unmarried women. This
suggests that promoting reproductive health and family planning may be an essential
strategy for reducing mortality among women after age 50, particularly among
available women at greater risk. The article also “highlights the need for further
research to better understand the underlying mechanisms.” In a separate study,
Schnittker (2007) examined the relationship between women’s employment and
health outcomes. The analysis showed that in 2004, employed women reported better
health outcomes than those who were not, even after controlling for other factors
such as age, race, marital status, and education.

Sullivan (1990) aimed to analyze the trends and patterns of contraceptive use among
married women in the Matlab region of Bangladesh in 1990. The study utilized data
from the Matlab Demographic Surveillance System (DSS), a representative
population sample. The authors found a significant increase in contraceptive use in
the region between 1979 and 1990. In 1990, 43 percent of married women used some
form of contraception, while only 6% did in 1979. The most used method was the
pill, followed by female sterilization and condoms. The author identified several
factors that contributed to the increase in contraceptive use, including the availability
and accessibility of family planning services, increased awareness, and knowledge
about family planning methods, and changing social norms regarding family size and
contraceptive use. The study also revealed that age at first marriage and level of
education were positively associated with contraceptive use. The authors highlighted
the importance of improving access to family planning services and increasing
awareness and knowledge about family planning methods to increase contraceptive
use in the region. Phillips et al. explored the factors influencing reproductive change
in a traditional society. The authors conducted a longitudinal study between 1982
and 1988 in Matlab, Bangladesh, to assess the factors affecting fertility and family
planning use. The study collected data on socio-demographic characteristics,
fertility, contraceptive use, family planning knowledge, and attitudes toward family
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planning through in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and surveys. This
author discusses the implications of these findings for public health policy and
practice.

The study aims to fill a gap in knowledge by examining women's health and social
status as they age beyond the specific focus on maternal and child health outcomes.
The focus of this study is to know the sociological aspects of women as a gender and
family as a social institution, and health status as a part of rights.

Methodology

To examine the long-term effects on adult women’s health status, | have identified
one independent variable and one dependent variable. The variables are the number
of children born live (IV) and Women’s Health Status (DV).

Research Questions:

Was there any relationship between the number of births and the health condition of
the older women at Matlab town, Bangladesh? Is birth spacing and timing related to
women’s health?

Hypotheses:

H1: Women with smaller numbers of children born live will have better health status
than women with larger numbers of children.

H2: Women with larger birth intervals, later age at first birth, and earlier age at last
birth will have better health status than women who have children younger, older,
and closer together.

Data:

The study analyzed secondary data obtained from the Matlab Health and
Demographic Surveillance System (MHDSS) and the first and second Matlab Health
and Socioeconomic Surveys (MHSS1 and MHSS2), which were conducted 35 years
after the initiation of the maternal and child health/family planning (MCH/FP)
program in Matlab, Bangladesh. Despite the belief that family planning programs
have long-term benefits for women’s health and well-being, there have been few
studies examining their extent and direction. The MCH/FP program provided a 12-
year period of documented differential access to services. The study evaluated the
program’s impacts on women’s fertility, health, and economic outcomes over their
lifetime, from 1978 to 2012, by following 1,820 women of reproductive age for
those born 1938-1973. The researchers used intent-to-treat single-difference models
to compare treatment and comparison area women. The study found that the
MCH/FP program significantly increased contraceptive use, reduced completed
fertility, lengthened birth intervals, and reduced age at last birth. However, the
program was not found to have significant positive impacts on women’s health or
economic outcomes.

To gather data for the research, two main sources were used: the Matlab Health and
Demographic Surveillance System (MHDSS) and the Matlab Health and
Socioeconomic Surveys (MHSS1 and MHSS2). The MHDSS is an ongoing system
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that collects information on the health and demographic characteristics of individuals
in the Matlab area of Bangladesh. This is done through regular visits to households,
where surveyors conduct interviews to gather information on various aspects of
health and demographic data. This system allows for tracking individuals over time
and provides valuable information on reproductive health and other relevant factors.

The MHSS1 and MHSS2 were specifically conducted for the research study and
aimed to collect additional data on socioeconomic factors such as education, income,
and employment, as well as health-related variables. The surveys were conducted
through household interviews using structured questionnaires and provided data at
specific time points to assess the long-term impact of the MCH/FP program. By
combining data from both sources, the research study was able to obtain
comprehensive information on women’s reproductive health, health behaviors,
socioeconomic status, and other relevant factors over a long period of time. This
allowed for a robust evaluation of the long-term effects of the MCH/FP program.

Analysis

I performed descriptive analyses on each variable. To find out the causal relationship
among the variables, | conducted Pearson correlations analyses and regression
analyses for all independent variables (number and timing of children born)
regressed on overall health status to find out the causal relationship among the
variables.

Results

The study explored the effects of childbearing on women’s health status. Analyses
were undertaken to test the propositions of both hypotheses, whether the number of
children and spacing of children is associated with health status. The results showed
that the number of children is directly proportional to health status. In contrast, those
who had a smaller number of children enjoyed better health status.

Demographics:

As seen in Table 1, there were 1820 respondents. The average age for first childbirth
was around 19 and the youngest age for first child was 14 years. The average age for
the last child born was around 34 and the maximum age was 56, with an average
interval of around 4 and maximum of 16. The average number of children was
around 6 and the maximum was 14. The average surviving children were around 5
and the maximum was 12. It showed that the men have a comparatively better
education rate (2.25 years) than the women (less than 1 year) where the maximum is
11 years.
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Descriptive Statistics
N Range |Minimum [Maximum| Mean S.td'. Variance Skewness Kurtosis
Deviation
Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic |Std. Error| Statistic (Std. Error

Age 1820 86.00 .00 86.00 20.1350 [12.46105 [155.278 .942 057 2.189 115
HH years of education, 1820 11.00 .00 11.00 2.2455 3.09855 [9.601 1.291|.057 .740 115
Maktab=0
HH spouse's years of 1820 11.00 .00 11.00 .7835 1.69229 [2.864 2.410 .057 5.594 115
education, Maktab=1
Family size 1820 27.00 1.00 28.00 6.9040 2.91530 [8.499 1.484 .057 5.007 115
Latrine (=1) 1820 1.00 .00 1.00 .8553 .34904 .122 -2.037 .057 2.171 115
Drinking water, tubewell (=1) (1820 1.00 .00 1.00 .2278 41635 173 1.308 .057 -.273 115
Drinking water, tank (=1) 1820 1.00 .00 1.00 .3593 47634 .227 .591 .057 -1.637 115
1982 Land size 1820 232.00 .00 232.00 11.2654 [15.68178 [245.918 [3.701 .057 28.173 115
Number of rooms per capita (1820 1.00 .00 1.00 .2067 .09153 .008 2.381 .057 13.052 115
IArsenic level 50-99 PPB 1820 1 0 1 .06 .230 .053 3.864 .057 12.941 115
IArsenic level 100-149 PPB 1820 1 0 1 .08 .264 .070 3.222 .057 8.392 115
IArsenic level 150-399 PPB 1820 1 0 1 43 .495 .245 .300 .057 -1.912 115
IArsenic level >400 PPB 1820 1 0 1 .21 .404 .163 1.459 .057 .129 115
Children Born 1819 14 0 14 5.41 2.395 5.738 .318 .057 -.153 115
Surviving Children 1819 12 0 12 4.43 1.886 3.557 .293 .057 .180 115
IAge at First Child 1787 29 12 41 19.41 3.760 14.137 1.463 .058 3.394 116
Age at Last Child 1787 42 14 56 33.17 5.490 30.143 -.052 .058 -.151 116
IAverage Birth Interval 1755 16.00 .00 16.00 3.3551 1.42025 [2.017 2.229 .058 9.702 117
Injection 1820 1 0 1 .40 1491 .241 .390 .057 -1.850 115
IUD 1820 1 0 1 .07 .262 .069 3.253 .057 8.588 115
Pill 1820 1 0 1 .46 499 .249 141 .057 -1.982 115
Sterilization 1820 1 0 1 .15 .357 127 1.968 .057 1.875 115
MHSS2 Annual Earnings 1776 1902.00 |00 1902.00 [35.2719 [184.39260 [34000.630 [7.972 .058 70.453 116
(2012 USD)
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N Range |Minimum [Maximum| Mean S.td'. Variance Skewness Kurtosis

Deviation
Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic | Statistic |Std. Error| Statistic |Std. Error

MHSS2 Employed (=1) 1816 1 0 1 .36 .480 .230 .586 .057 -1.659 115
MHSS?2 Has Savings (=1) 1765 1 0 1 .12 .321 .103 2.390 .058 3.714 116
MHSS?2 Has Productive Asset (1773 1 0 1 .14 .343 .118 2.119 .058 2.495 116
(=1)
BRAC 1820 1 0 1 .58 494 244 -.316 .057 -1.902 115
l/Angina 1818 2.53 -.49 2.04 .0741 1.05334 [1.110 1.337 .057 -.212 115
Stroke 1818 4.71 -.22 4.49 .0810 1.15730 [1.339 3.554 .057 10.640 115
Overweight or Obese 1750 2.14 -.69 1.45 .0203 1.00727 [1.015 .709 .059 -1.500 117
Stage 1 Hypertension 1779 2.18 -.66 1.52 .0444 1.01777 [1.036 757 .058 -1.429 116
Stage 2 Hypertension 1779 2.39 -.54 1.85 .0751 1.04523 [1.093 1.110 .058 -.768 116
Difficulties w/ Activities 1818 2.14 -.69 1.45 .0279 1.01002 [1.020 .697 .057 -1.516 115
Poor Health Status 1818 2.11 -.72 1.39 .0348 1.01090 [1.022 .597 .057 -1.645 115
Chronic Lung Disease 1817 4.80 -.22 4.58 .0433 1.08948 [1.187 3.929 .057 13.451 115
IAsthma 1816 3.17 -.35 2.82 .0828 1.09413 [1.197 2.105 .057 2.434 115
EDUC 1820 22.00 .00 22.00 3.0290 4.20992 |17.723 1.633 .057 2.267 115
IASSETS 1820 232.22 .00 232.22 11.4722 [15.67580 [245.731 |3.703 .057 28.211 115
SOCCLASS 1820 1936.94 |00 1936.94 149.5253  |183.15475 [33545.664 [7.997 .057 71.525 115
SAFEWATER 1820 1.00 .00 1.00 .3687 48258 .233 .545 .057 -1.705 115
LIVECOND 1820 2.00 .00 2.00 1.2240 .60359 .364 -.162 .057 -.502 115
BIRTHCONTROL 1820 4.00 .00 4.00 1.0929 .95740 .917 .469 .057 -.563 115
ILLDIAG 1819 21.92 -3.17 18.75 4175 3.72327 [13.863 1.193 .057 1.379 115
POORHEALTH 1819 24.03 -4.58 19.45 .4802 4.40218 |19.379 1.034 .057 .958 115
age74_chcl>13 (FILTER) 1820 1 0 1 .67 472 .222 -.707 .057 -1.502 115
\Valid N (listwise) 1638

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics
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The number of women use different contraceptives in an average such as pill, IUD,
injection was .5% which was very low. Women had very few opportunities to use
proper sanitation (latrine) which is below 1%. They had access to limited space in
the house. The average number of rooms they had was .30% around. But the
interesting thing is that around 12% of the women had assets. In case of safe
drinking water, only .5% women had access to this. From the histogram, we can see
that women become mother at very early age, started from 12 and continued up to at
the age of 56. But the average age was 19.

250
Mean = 19.41
Std. Dev. =3.76
N=1,787
200
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Age at First Child
Figure 1: Histogram of Age at First Child Born

Table 2 shows the relationship between respondent age respondent children born,
age at last child, age at first child, respondent birth interval, education, safe water,
living conditions, social class, arsenic exposure, and respondent birth control and
respondent ill health diagnoses. Among the variable, Age at Last Child (p-vale
=.013) and "EDUC” (p<.001) are significant.

The R2 for Model-1 is .029, which indicates that with all these variables considered,
then the illnesses of respondents can be accurately predicted 2.9 percent of the time.
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Coefficients
Unstandardized Standardized
Model Coefficients Coefficients t Sig.
B Std. Error Beta

1 (Constant) -.176 1.151 -.152 .879
lage74_chcl Age .020 .011 .052 1.783 .075
sum_child_all_any .266 .144 151 1.843 .066
Children Born
sum_child_all_alive .082 .110 .038 747 .455
Surviving Children
m2_ageatfirstchild Age at |055 .057 .045 .967 .334
First Child
m2_ageatlastchild Age at  [-.123 .049 -.175 -2.478 .013
Last Child
m2_avgbirthint Average 321 .173 .094 1.854 .064
Birth Interval
EDUC 1121 .028 .135 4.364 <.001
IASSETS .010 .008 .035 1.134 .257
SOCCLASS .001 .001 .026 .899 .369
SAFEWATER .519 .408 .065 1.273 .203
LIVECOND -.412 .332 -.063 -1.241 .215
BIRTHCONTROL .221 .127 .053 1.742 .082
IARSENIC -.188 .283 -.019 -.666 .506

a. Dependent Variable: ILLDIAG
Table 2: Regression on Il Health Conditions/Diagnoses

Coefficients
Unstandardized Standardized
Model Coefficients Coefficients t Sig.
B Std. Error Beta

2 [(Constant) -.444 1.359 -.326 744
age74_chcl Age .043 .013 .095 3.229 .001
sum_child_all_any Children |.370 .170 .179 2.176 .030
Born
sum_child_all_alive -.025 .129 -.010 -.192 .848
Surviving Children
m2_ageatfirstchild Age at .048 .067 .033 .720 472
First Child
m2_ageatlastchild Age at -.113 .058 -.137 -1.932 .054
Last Child
m2_avgbirthint Average .267 .204 .067 1.307 .191
Birth Interval
EDUC .094 .033 .090 2.889 .004
IASSETS .008 .010 .023 .753 .452
ISOCCLASS .000 .001 -.005 -.173 .863
SAFEWATER .572 .482 .061 1.187 .235
LIVECOND -.332 .391 -.043 -.848 .397
BIRTHCONTROL .082 .149 .017 .551 .582
IARSENIC -.463 .334 -.040 -1.388 .165

a. Dependent Variable: POORHEALTH
Table 3: Regression on Overall Poor Health
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Table 3 shows the relationship between respondent age children born, age at last
child, respondent education. The table shows that age (p-value=.01),number of
children born (p-value=.03) and education (p-value=.004) are significant. The R2
for Model-2 is .018, which indicatesall these variables known, then the conditional
poor health can be accurately predicted about 2 percent of the time.

Table 3 also shows other variables such age at first child, age at last child, birth
interval, surviving children, assets. social class, safewater, living conditions, birth
control is not significant as they p-vale > .05. These variables don’t impact the
women’s health status.

Discussion

The research found a causal relationship between the number of birthsand the health
status of older women. The study provided insight and knowledge on the survivors
35 years later their health compared to a different number of births.

The findings of this study support the hypotheses, finding a significant relationship
between the number of biological births, age at last child born, respondent
education, respondent age and health status. This overall finding remained
significant with all other variables included in the regression models. According to
Henretta (2007) and Schnittker (2004), reproductive birth counts and women’s
health and longevity show early childbearing has been linked to a range of adverse
health outcomes for women, including increased risk of mortality, there is a
significant body of research that supports the findings of Henrietta’s (2007) study
on the relationship between early childbearing and mortality risk. For example, a
study by Smith-Greenaway et al. (2013) found that women who gave birth before
the age of 18 were more likely to experience adverse health outcomes, including
mortality, compared to women who gave birth at age 18 or older. Another study by
Hinkle et al. (2014) found that women who had short interpregnancy intervals (less
than 18 months) had an increased risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes, including
preterm birth and low birth weight, which can have long-term health consequences
for both the mother and child.

The importance of considering the potential health impacts of multiple births when
providing reproductive health care to women is supported by the findings of
Schnittker’s (2004) Healthcare providers should be aware of the potential health
risks associated with higher parity and consider these risks when providing
reproductive health care to women. Providers should discuss with women the
benefits and risks of different contraceptive methods, including the importance of
spacing out pregnancies, to promote better health outcomes for women and their
families.

Additionally, the study underscores the importance of addressing socioeconomic
factors that may contribute to poorer health outcomes among women with higher
parity, such as poverty, limited access to healthcare, and other social determinants
of health. Rahman (2017) and Barham (2011) provide valuable insights into the
potential effects of contraceptive use and birth interval and family planning
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programs on women’s health and well-being and highlight the need for further
research in these areas. The studies provide important insights into the potential
effects of contraceptive use and health and family planning programs on women's
health and well-being and highlight the need for further research in these areas.

Douglas (1984), Koenig (1988), Barham (2011), Rahman et al. (2019), and
Sullivan (1990) are important contributions to the field of reproductive health
research, particularly in the context of Bangladesh. These studies provide valuable
insights into the impact of family planning programs on contraceptive use, fertility
rates, and maternal mortality in rural Bangladesh. The study also provides valuable
insights into the impact of family planning programs on reproductive health
outcomes in rural Bangladesh and supports the need for continued investment in
family planning and maternal health interventions in the region.

Conclusion

The study founds a clear link between maternal health and reproductive patterns in
Matlab, Bangladesh, revealing that an increased number of births is closely
associated with heightened health risks such as maternal morbidity, obesity, and
other chronic conditions. The findings align with prior research indicating that early
and frequent childbearing detrimentally affects both the physical and mental well-
being of women. Moreover, the study highlights the significant role of
socioeconomic factors—namely education, healthcare access, and economic
status—in influencing maternal health outcomes.In light of these results, it is
evident that effective family planning programs and robust healthcare interventions
are crucial for mitigating the adverse consequences of high fertility rates. Policies
aimed at promoting birth spacing, ensuring contraceptive access, and enhancing
maternal healthcare are imperative to improve women’s long-term health. Besides,
increasing awareness and empowering women regarding their reproductive choices
can lead to better autonomy and overall well-being.

However, the study also acknowledges several limitations. The reliance on
secondary data may not fully capture the nuanced personal experiences and health
conditions of women, while external influences such as environmental changes,
healthcare advancements, and policy shifts over the study period were not
comprehensively accounted for. Furthermore, the focus on a specific population in
Bangladesh limits the broader applicability of the findings, and the analysis did not
fully explore cultural, psychological, and intersectional factors, including ethnicity,
gender, and social class.

Given these considerations, further research is necessary to examine additional
variables, such as environmental exposures, cultural influences, and the long-term
impacts of policy changes. In the future, researchers also should give attention to
how ethnicity/race, gender, and social class intersect with mental well-being in
relation to reproductive health among women. It is important to continue studying
the possible impact of birth control on the mental health of families, considering
gendered factors such as the age gap between partners. Whenever possible, future
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research should include data on women’s mental health. As communication
technologies continue to advance, it will be necessary for researchers and
policymakers to monitor how women engage socially through different modes.
Having a better understanding of women’s health is critical for preventing harmful
social diseases in this population.

Ultimately, reducing the health risks associated with multiple births requires a
multifaceted approach that integrates educational initiatives, improved healthcare
access, and supportive policies. By prioritizing maternal health through such
comprehensive strategies, societies can not only improve the quality of life for
women but also foster broader public health improvements and sustainable
development.
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