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Abstract

Bangladesh is one of the most vulnerable nations with the adverse effects of climate change.
Almost one fourth of the population here live in coastal areas, where majority of them are
somehow affected by tidal surges, salinity, tropical cyclones directly or indirectly. In this regard,
the mass media has been a subject of major interest because of its implications for creating public
understanding of a global environmental issue. This study explains the role of media in creating
awareness about the climate change in the coastal area. This research explores the using pattern of
media among the local, major concerns of the media as well as the knowledge level of the local
people about the climate issue. Using the Uses and Gratification and Agenda setting theory, this
article also examines how climate stories compete with other issues for public attention and how
the media can engage public audiences in climate change issues. Even the study intends to find
the availability of the media in making the people understand about climate change. The study
finds that because of the unavailability of mainstream media (Newspaper, Television and internet-
based media) in the sampling area, people there mostly use the community radio in terms of
knowing the weather update. In that case, local media has limited opportunity to reach the public.
This article presents the major findings by reviewing the respective field and also analyses the
overall effects.
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A document throughout this book, people make up their minds according to the
images and information they retrieve from communication networks, among
which the mass media were the primary source for the majority of citizens
during the two decades when awareness of global warning increased.
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