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Abstract

Islam, as a religion, has been dominant in Central Asia for about 1,300 years; however, the Central Asian
Islam is different to that of Islam in other regions. With the advent of Islam at Central Asia from Arab
peninsula, it transformed into a syncretic religious belief by incorporating various local customs and
practices. But Islam at Central Asia, in its long journey, has been severely hampered by nearly 70-years
of Soviet communist rule. The invasion of the Soviet authorities on Islam at Central Asia and the policies
adopted by the Soviets provided an opportunity for the rise of radical Islam in this region. Its impacts are
two folds: on the one hand, due to the Soviet aggressive policy, religious extremists continue to operate
secretly at this place, and on the other hand, in the aftermath of World War I, Soviet foreign policy
allowed Central Asia to become somewhat more open to the outside world, leading to entering radical
Salafi ideologies from the Middle East into Central Asia. Consequently, in the Soviet era, a kind of
conflict started to surface between the radical Islamist groups and moderate, liberal, traditional Hanafi
ideology of Central Asia. This article intends to discuss the nature of the Central Asian syncretic Islam
and the rise of radical Islam in Central Asia partly as a consequence of assaults on Central Asian Islam by
Soviet authority during its communist rule.
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