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Abstract

This research aims to explore the correlation between the urbanization process of capital city
Dhaka and “Dhakai” language” spoken by the commoners of the old part of Dhaka. According
to the historical description, people migrated from the outskirt areas of Mughal Dhaka and
created a home-grown version of Dhakai language. The study finds that this linguistic form is
highly influenced by a range of regional dialects, especially Bikrampuri and it stimulates the
obscured history of the commoners. In fact, compare to Sukhobashi form (based on Urdu
language), Dhakai language is used by non-elite, marginalized people who in reality stay
outside of the all kinds of socio-political power framework. As a result, linguistic features of
Dhakai language provide interesting information and cues regarding their lives and activities
which are not taken place in the conventional history.
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