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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to examine how Bangladesh's progress towards the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic. The study uses two approaches: a limited quantitative investigation 

utilizing SPI and ADB data to evaluate changes in SDG indicators before and after 

the pandemic, and a qualitative content analysis drawing from a variety of sources to 

identify COVID-19-related barriers to reaching each SDG in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh's progress on SDGs, particularly 1–10, was negatively impacted by 

COVID-19. SDGs 6 and 15 did, however, exhibit encouraging patterns. SPI and SDG 

Index rankings fell as a result of the pandemic's escalation of pre-existing 

vulnerabilities. The results highlight the need for a variety of approaches include 

social protection programs, investments in sustainable agriculture, educational 

reforms etc. to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on particular SDGs. The study admits 

difficulties related to time limits, data availability, and data dependability resulting 

from its dependence on secondary sources. It contributes to the body of knowledge by 

highlighting the significance of addressing pre-existing vulnerabilities and adjusting 

recovery plans to the country's situation. 

 

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), COVID-19, Challenges, Social 

Progress, Social Progress Index (SPI). 

 

1. Introduction 

The United Nations approved the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 as 

a worldwide road map for attaining a sustainable future by 2030. These objectives 

include a broad spectrum of related aims and seek to strike a balance between social, 

economic, and environmental well-being. Bangladesh, a developing country looking 
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to advance, has made great progress in reaching these objectives. But the COVID-19 

pandemic that broke out in 2020 posed a serious threat and might have undone all of 

our hard-earned progress. 

The global impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs has been examined in a number of 

publications (Gulseven et al., 2020; Hishan et al., 2021; Wang & Huang, 2021). 

Nonetheless, there is a significant knowledge vacuum regarding the unique difficulties 

that every nation faces. Bangladesh makes an interesting case study due to its distinct 

socioeconomic environment, which consists of a densely populated area with scarce 

resources. 

This study attempts to close this gap by concentrating on the obstacles that COVID-19 

presents to Bangladesh's achievement of the SDGs. It will not stop at just enumerating 

the impacted objectives. Rather, it will go into greater detail and examine the precise 

detrimental impacts of the pandemic on every SDG that is affected. This thorough 

examination will highlight important areas where development has stalled and 

resources need to be reallocated. 

Furthermore, even in the absence of the pandemic's disruption, research on 

Bangladesh's progress toward the SDGs points to a possible shortfall in fulfilling a 

number of targets by 2030 (Asadullah et al., 2020; Khetrapal & Bhatia, 2020; Mollah 

& Islam, 2020). These pre-existing issues have been made worse by the pandemic, 

underscoring the pressing need for efficient recovery plans. 

Through the Decade of Action, the UN has encouraged initiatives to speed the SDGs' 

implementation. However, the ongoing pandemic has stopped this. Bangladesh has 

been recognized as a high-risk country for the COVID-19 pandemic, with substantial 

social and economic damages. There is a significant risk that economic downturns will 

result in a significant section of the population sliding back into poverty. (Sakamoto et 

al., 2020).To obtain a more comprehensive understanding of the effects, it is important 

to understand how COVID-19 and its recovery will influence reaching the SDGs from 

the standpoint of social progress. One of the nations in particularly high danger from 

the COVID-19 pandemic and its associated losses is Bangladesh. It is the most 

overpopulated and underdeveloped nation on earth (Shulla et al., 2021). 

 

The official Color Wheel and 17 icons of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

provided by the United Nations (UN) are here:  
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Source: UN website 

 

This study can make various contributions firstly by analyzing how the COVID-19 

epidemic has affected the SDGs. Secondly; the research combines and draws on the 

expertise of researchers and practitioners from many fields and levels of study. Thirdly, 

the newfound knowledge advances our understanding of post-COVID-19 recovery. 

The structure of the study is as follows. First, a summary of the SDGs' worldwide 

development, their potential application to the COVID-19 pandemic, and post-

pandemic rehabilitation are given. The second part of the presentation includes 

observations and reflections on the pandemic's effects on the societal spheres that were 

most directly impacted in Bangladesh, including health (SDG-03), education (SDG-

04), the economy (SDG-08), consumption/production (SDG-12), and climate (SDG-

13). Following that, a graphical presentation called a comparison was employed to find 

synergies that might help lead the selection of obstacles pertaining to each SDG. 

Finally, suggestions are offered as a course of action. 

 

2. Objective of the Study 

The study's primary goal is to assess the issues caused by COVID-19 to the SDGs and 

identify the major obstacles that must be removed in order to put the SDGs back on 
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track and accomplish them by 2030. The epidemic has had both positive and negative 

effects on each goal. Investigate the cause of the decline or what happened to stop or 

reverse the progress for goals that have been negatively impacted. We will evaluate 

and evaluate the possible COVID-19 epidemic impact on the economy of study work, 

reports, and domestic and international working papers on the economic meltdown. 

SPI will be used to calculate the progress. We can plainly see how the SDGs have been 

performing by comparing the targets' levels of achievement from 2017 to 2021. The 

hurdles that have seriously hindered progress would then be reviewed, and the impact 

on a specific goal would be assessed. At the conclusion of the study, recommendations 

and findings will be presented. 

 

3. Problem Statement 

A major obstacle to Bangladesh's efforts to meet the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by 2030 is the COVID-19 epidemic. While current study examines how 

COVID-19 is affecting the SDGs globally, there is a crucial knowledge vacuum about 

the particular difficulties that different nations with different socioeconomic conditions 

confront. 

Bangladesh is an interesting case study since it is a developing country with a dense 

population and little resources. Without a doubt, COVID-19 has made it more difficult 

to make consistent progress toward reaching the SDGs. But it's critical to identify the 

precise location and mechanism of the pandemic's primary obstacles for Bangladesh. 

The purpose of this study is to identify the particular SDGs that have had an inverse 

ranking viewpoint, or a fall from the anticipated rate of advancement. Exploring the 

linkages between the environment, animals, and humans in one holistic health 

approach requires multidisciplinary systems thinking, animals, and humans in one 

holistic health approach requires multidisciplinary systems thinking. Technology 

innovation, along with public and commercial policies, could reduce the detrimental 

effects of economic activities on the SDGs. Adequate conservation measures and the 

use of ecosystem services can help maintain the vibrancy of metropolitan areas. Plans 

for building resilience must also be able to deal with global pressures and disruptions 

like pandemics. Therefore, we felt the necessity to perform this research to get a 

complete result on this context.(Shulla et al., 2021) 

By emphasizing the following, this study seeks to close this gap: 

•  Insufficient knowledge about the precise detrimental impacts of COVID-19 on 

every SDG in Bangladesh. 

•  Ignorance of how the epidemic has made Bangladesh's pre-existing problems 

worse, impeding the country's efforts to achieve the SDGs. 

•  Lack of focused recovery plans that take into account the unique circumstances of 

Bangladesh and possible connections between several SDGs. 
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So, it needs to check in what are the mostly affected (negatively impact) area due to 

Covid-19 in Bangladesh. This study tries to reveal that area with the cause. 

 

4. Prior Research 

The SDGs have revolutionized global development efforts and sustainability 

programs, indicating a shift away from traditional methodologies. The SDGs marked 

a dramatic shift with their universal aims, broad thematic breadth, involvement of 

numerous players, and particular focus on inclusive development. The commencement 

of the COVID-19 crisis has altered these dynamics even more, transforming the 2030 

Agenda into a more compelling and inspiring framework than had been envisioned. 

The overwhelming support for the SDGs is somewhat unexpected and difficult to 

explain, especially in light of previous responses to intergovernmental organization 

ideas, such as the Millennium Development Goals. Several causes contribute to this 

excitement, which reflects a paradigm change in global development approaches. 

Numerous studies examine how COVID-19 would affect the SDGs globally. In their 

2021 article, (Fenner & Cernev, 2021) draw attention to the uncertainties that surround 

accomplishing the SDGs by 2030 and stress the importance of refocusing on human 

and planetary health (SDG 3). A thorough analysis of the pandemic's worldwide effects 

on the energy, transportation, environmental, social, and economic sectors—all of 

which are essential for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals—is given by 

(Nundy et al., 2021). According to (Osawa & Tsutsumida, 2022) analysis, lockdowns 

have varying effects on different SDGs, with some demonstrating immediate 

detrimental effects and others displaying good outcomes. (Singh et al., 2018) 

investigate how the SDGs relate to one another, stressing how crucial ocean-related 

goals are to attaining overall sustainability. According to (Wang & Huang, 2021), 

developed countries prioritize SDG 4 (education) whereas developing countries focus 

on all 14 SDGs. This highlights the disparity in research focus between developed and 

developing countries.   

Although the previously listed studies provide significant insights, there is still a dearth 

of research on the precise impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs in Bangladesh. (Sakamoto 

et al., 2020) look at Bangladesh's susceptibility to COVID-19 and the obstacles to its 

economic recovery, but they skip over the specific effects of the SDGs. (Siddikee et 

al., 2022) use Okun's Law to examine sustainable economic growth and unemployment 

in Bangladesh; however, they do not explicitly connect this to the pandemic's effect on 

achieving the SDGs more broadly. 

 

Table-01 

Author & 

Year 

Journal Purpose Methodology Findings 
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(Chabbott & 

Sinclair, 

2020) 

SDG 4 and the 

COVID-19 

emergency: 

Textbooks, 

tutoring, and 

teachers 

The focus of SDG 

4 during the 

pandemic 

Unsystematic 

review 

Aspects that 

need to be 

improved for 

COVID-19 

learning results 

(textbooks, 

tutoring, teacher 

training) 

(Colombage 

et al., 2022) 

COVID-19 

Effects on 

Public Finance 

and SDG 

Priorities in 

Developing 

Countries: 

Comparative 

Evidence from 

Bangladesh and 

Sri Lanka 

Conducted a 

comparative 

analysis of two 

South Asian 

developing 

nations, namely 

Bangladesh and 

Sri Lanka. 

Mixed-method, 

comparative 

analysis 

Rising debt and 

a lack of funds 

present 

problems for 

both Sri Lanka 

and Bangladesh. 

(Commission) Sustainable 

development 

goals: 

Bangladesh 

progress report 

2018, 2018 

During the 

pandemic, 

sustainable 

development 

research was 

concentrated. 

Quantitative 

research 

Prior to 

COVID-19, the 

SDGs had made 

positive 

progress. 

(Fenner & 

Cernev, 2021) 

The implications 

of the COVID-

19 pandemic for 

delivering the 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 

Examine COVID-

19's worldwide 

effects on SDG 

attainment by 

2030, with a 

particular 

emphasis on the 

need to put human 

and planetary 

health (SDG 3) 

back in the 

forefront. 

Scenario 

analysis  

Achieving 

SDGs by 2030 

is uncertain, 

refocus on 

planetary and 

human health 

needed 

(Govindan et 

al., 2020) 

Achieving 

sustainable 

development 

goals through 

identifying and 

analyzing 

barriers to 

industrial 

This study aims to 

identify the 

hurdles to sharing 

economy 

implementation in 

sectors, with a 

focus on small and 

medium-sized 

Best Worst 

Method and 

DEMATEL 

Identified 

barriers to 

industrial 

sharing 

economy 

(India). 
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sharing 

economy: A 

framework 

development 

firms (SMEs) in 

India. The goal of 

this research is to 

remove the 

impediments to 

industrial sharing 

economy adoption. 

(Hishan et al., 

2021) 

Impact of 

COVID-19 

Pandemic on 

Sustainable 

Development  

Goals: What We 

Learn from the 

Past and Where 

We Are  

Heading? 

By analyzing the 

effects of COVID-

19 on different 

dimensions 

(social, 

environmental, 

and economic) and 

employing 

systematic 

literature reviews, 

provide a 

framework for 

reacting to 

pandemics in the 

future. 

Systematic 

literature 

reviews. 

Plan for 

responding to a 

pandemic that 

outlines the 

framework and 

future 

difficulties. 

 

(Kautish et 

al., 2020) 

Values 

sustainability 

consciousness 

and intentions 

for SDG 

endorsement 

Examine the 

relationship 

between consumer 

support for the 

SDGs and 

sustainability 

awareness in an 

undisclosed nation 

through a survey 

methodology. 

Survey Customer 

support for the 

SDGs is 

influenced by 

sustainability 

understanding. 

(Nhamo & 

Sibanda, 

2021) 

Forty days of 

regulatory 

emergency use 

authorization of 

COVID-19 

vaccines: 

Interfacing 

efficacy, 

hesitancy and 

SDG target 3.8 

This paper 

examines the 

regulatory 

frameworks for 

emergency use 

authorization 

and/or conditional 

marketing 

authorization of 

COVID-19 

vaccines, as well 

as the challenges 

and disputes 

associated with 

Critical 

discourse 

analysis 

Regulatory rush 

for COVID-19 

vaccines, 

potential for 

inequities. 
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these regulatory 

processes. 

(Nundy et al., 

2021) 

Global impact 

of the COV 19 

pandemic on 

socioeconomic 

energy, 

environment, 

and 

transportation 

sectors, as well 

as the 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 

This paper 

attempted to 

demonstrate how 

COVID-19 spread 

over the world, 

having a 

significant impact 

on human social 

life, the economy, 

the environment, 

and secondary 

fields such as 

transportation and 

energy, which 

were thoroughly 

examined. 

Systematic 

literature review 

& real-time data 

analysis  

COVID-19's 

worldwide 

effects in a 

number of 

sectors (social, 

economic, 

environment, 

transportation) 

(Osawa & 

Tsutsumida, 

2022) 

Assessing the 

potential 

repercussions of 

the COVID-19 

pandemic on 

global SDG 

attainment 

Use secondary 

data analysis to 

examine the 

conflicting effects 

of COVID-19 

lockdowns (both 

good and 

negative) on 

several SDGs. 

 

Secondary Data 

analysis 

Lockdown had 

mixed effects 

on SDGs 

(immediate 

negative on 

some, positive 

on others). 

(Sakamoto et 

al., 2020) 

Vulnerabilities 

to COVID-19 in 

Bangladesh and 

a 

reconsideration 

of sustainable 

development 

goals 

They examined 

the timing and 

epidemiology of 

COVID-19 in 

Bangladesh, as 

well as the 

country's 

susceptibility to 

COVID-19 

repercussions. 

Systematic 

literature review 

method 

Bangladesh's 

susceptibilities 

to COVID-19 

and difficulties 

with economic 

recovery. 

(Shulla et al., 

2021) 

Effects of 

COVID-19 on 

the sustainable 

development 

goals (SDGs) 

Evaluate the 

effects of COVID-

19 on particular 

SDGs (health, 

education, 

economy, 

consumption, and 

Qualitative 

research 

approach, focus 

group 

discussions 

(FGD) 

Found links 

between the 

SDGs (health, 

education, 

economics, 

consumption, 

and climate) 
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climate action) by 

means of focus 

group talks and 

qualitative 

research. 

 

that are affected 

by COVID-19 

 

(Siddikee et 

al., 2022) 

Sustainable 

economic 

growth and 

unemployment 

nexus of SDG 

2030: 

Bangladesh in 

Asia 

Okun's law was 

used to assess the 

current level of 

sustainable 

economic growth 

and 

unemployment 

targets in fourteen 

developed and 

emerging Asian 

countries. 

Okun’s law 

analysis 

 

Examined 

unemployment 

and sustainable 

economic 

growth in Asian 

nations, 

including 

Bangladesh. 

(Singh et al., 

2018) 

A rapid 

assessment of 

co-benefits and 

trade-offs 

among 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 

A framework for 

assessing links in 

the Sustainable 

Development 

Goals (SDGs) is 

highlighted. 

Framework 

analysis 

SDG links with 

an emphasis on 

targets 

pertaining to 

the ocean. 

(Wang & 

Huang, 2021) 

Impact of 

COVID-19 

pandemic on 

sustainable 

development 

goals-A survey 

The focus of 

sustainable 

development 

research during the 

pandemic 

Meta-analysis 

and bibliometric 

approaches 

Developed 

nations 

concentrate on 

education (SDG 

4) and research, 

while 

developing 

nations address 

all 14 SDGs. 

 

4.1 Research Gaps: The literature study highlights a number of crucial knowledge gaps 

about Bangladesh. 

• In-depth studies on the precise effects of COVID-19 on each of the SDGs in 

Bangladesh are lacking. 

• Research hasn't thoroughly examined how the epidemic has made pre-existing 

problems in Bangladesh worse, impeding the country's efforts to achieve the 

SDGs. 

• Limited research has been done on focused recovery strategies that take into 
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account Bangladesh's particular situation and possible overlaps between 

several SDGs. 

 

5. Methodology of the Study 

In light of the COVID-19 epidemic, this study used a two-pronged approach to 

examine the difficulties Bangladesh confronts in accomplishing the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). To comprehend the difficulties, the methodology mainly 

uses a qualitative approach with content analysis. It is challenging to evaluate the 

quantitative analysis's contribution to the study given the scant information that has 

been presented.  

 

5.1 Qualitative Analysis: Content Analysis of Literature:  

5.1.1 Data Sources: The data was acquired from a variety of sources, including the 

internet, textbooks, presentations, and other relevant papers. For the identification of 

major obstacles towards attaining the SDGs content analysis from relevant literatures 

have been done. The study collected most of the data and contents from journals, 

newspapers and magazines, Government Records, exploring the covers of Google 

Scholar, ProQuest, Social Progress, and Scopus, internet searches and libraries, etc. 

Bangladesh. 

5.1.2 Data Collection Technique: The gathered literature was analyzed using content 

analysis in order to pinpoint the main challenges Bangladesh experienced in achieving 

each SDG because of COVID-19. 

 

5.2 Quantitative Analysis: 

5.2.1 Data Source: "Basic Statistics 2017-22" by ADB (Asian Development Bank) 

contained data relevant to SDGs in Bangladesh before and during COVID-19. 

5.2.2 SPI (Social Progress Index): The Social Progress Index (SPI) is a large body of 

research that goes beyond typical GDP statistics to examine the social and 

environmental dimensions of a country's performance. This social progress assessment 

takes a systematic and thorough approach, including three important elements: 

dimensions, components, and indicators. The SPI assesses quality of life in a way that 

is independent of economic concerns, and it includes outcomes related to all 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Rather than evaluating economic issues 

directly, the SPI focuses on the influence of policies on social outcomes and seeks to 

understand why countries may have challenges in specific categories. The index, which 

was launched in 2014, consists of 57 components that question about basic human 

needs, the foundations of well-being, and prospects for a high quality of life, such as 

affluence, social inclusion, and access to higher education. This measure of quality of 

life focuses perceived social progress to improve people's well-being internationally, 
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differing from standard measures such as GDP. 

5.2.3 Linear Regression Model: Data for the post-COVID period is being forecast 

using a linear regression model, which has been used to create predictions and is 

applied using Microsoft Excel. 

 

6. Data Analysis & Findings 

6.1 Qualitative Analysis: Crucial Obstacles of COVID-19 in SDGs in Bangladesh: The 

COVID-19 pandemic had a major impact on Bangladesh's society and economy while 

posing previously unheard-of hurdles to the country's efforts to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Before that supportive literature study has helped us in 

identifying the crucial obstacles faced in attaining the pre-determined goals for 

sustainable development. Here, through extensive content analysis, we have found the 

following outcomes:  

 

Goal 01: No Poverty 

COVID-19 pandemic had put devastating impacts on the day-to-day life of 

Bangladeshi population by declining the number of economic activities, thus reducing 

income and accelerating poverty. Moreover, the economic downturn pushed millions 

of people into poverty, businesses and even governments had started to understanding 

how critical it was to take action then.  

The absence of employment and food during COVID-19 is contributing to an increase 

in poverty in Bangladesh (Bargain & Aminjonov, 2020).  However, Gulseven et al. 

(2020) found a persistent endeavor to develop economic strategies that provide jobless 

people stable employment. Also, they found many farmers faced poverty as a result of 

the loss of revenue and looked for the government assistance. 

 

Goal 02: Zero Hunger 

As a result of impacted food production, food excess might decline. In Bangladesh 

Residents (especially low-income groups) had restricted access to livelihood 

possibilities and suffered a major or entire loss of income as a result of the restrictions 

during the protracted lockdown. 

 

Goal 03: Good Health and Well-being  

Overcrowded medical facilities; the progression of other diseases; and isolating 

conditions affected mental health during COVID-19 epidemic. That has changed the 

focus of the healthcare system, which is now not just overburdened but also has limited 

ability to continue offering the services it has been giving to communities in the past. 

Even during times of peace, the elderly, women, and children are the most vulnerable 
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demographics. If services for these people are not maintained, the benefits of the SDGs 

risk being undone (Khetrapal & Bhatia, 2020). Logistics and supply are affected, 

particularly with regard to materials and equipment that have been imported up to this 

point (such as personal protective equipment and API for critical medications). Since 

there was no known treatment by that time, the tragedy was being developed and grown 

alarmingly. Even while attempts are being made, no one is currently able to forecast 

what new health problems may arise after the COVID-19 disaster (Gulseven et al., 

2020). 

 

Goal 04: Quality Education 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 reversed years of educational progress, and many nations 

lack the most basic school facilities. The inherent flaws in depending only on 

classroom instruction and ICT to support learning were once again exposed by 

COVID-19, a risk that was well known from past man-made and natural catastrophes. 

The efficacy of attempts to provide continuity of learning was hindered by a paucity 

of textbooks and a lack of instructions for careers to facilitate home-based learning. 

Lockdowns have been imposed on a sizable number of persons as a result of COVID-

19. Institutions of higher learning are not an exception. 

This has caused internal evaluations to be disrupted, caused institutions to close, and 

stopped student learning. When deciding how long to keep institutions closed or open, 

policymakers are faced with a major conundrum.  

Government must address the problem of skill disruption as a result of school closures. 

The growth of skills will be significantly impacted by this. Due to obstacles, people's 

creativity and productivity would suffer, which might have an impact on their quality 

of life. There were also some social and economic repercussions. Lack of high-quality 

education and the dissemination and transmission of knowledge needed to comprehend 

and process new data (Gulseven et al., 2020). 

 

Goal 05: Gender Equality 

The impact of the epidemic was more severe for women and treatment options were 

very limited. Four possible ways that the pandemic can affect the gender wage and 

opportunity gap could be- 

1. The rate at which both men and women lost their employment during the 

epidemic might been impacted by the gender segregation in the workforce.  

2. Women were more vulnerable to illness and job-related stress at work if 

female-dominated occupations were more likely to be classified as 

"important." 

3. The pandemic made the burdens of women heavy due to extensive care for 
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children and family members for the closers of social services like daycare 

and eldercare and other mandatory household obligations.  

4. Finally, rather than just providing a short-term respite from the pandemic, the 

rise in telecommuting may had long-term effects on job flexibility and fathers' 

involvement in childcare, or it may put an even greater burden on women who 

already performed more domestic duties than men (Carli, 2020). 

It is a fact that women made up about 70% of healthcare workers in the sector, with 

more than 80% of nurses in the majority of areas were female. They provided their 

skills in a variety of capacities, such as scientists, community volunteers, transport and 

logistics managers, and health experts. In addition to having an effect on their needs 

for sexual, reproductive, and psychological requirements as frontline workers, 

prejudice had exposed women to serious health hazards. Although, domestic violence 

has been more prevalent during this crisis in households where one partner lacks a job 

and financial instability is a constant worry (Gulseven et al., 2020). 

 

Goal 08: Decent Work and Economic Growth 

Enterprises had been forced to close, and the number of small businesses these were 

impacted by unemployment had a hike. Due to unexpected and previously 

inconceivable declines in the gross domestic product (GDP), order cancellations, a lack 

of demand, and increasing unemployment, the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic had 

an impact on society and economics. Many firms were forced to shut down globally, 

some even temporarily, causing enormous disruptions in trade and most industries. 

Financial markets also saw high volatility (Borrego et al., 2022). The worst-hit service 

industries were those that demanded face-to-face connection, such as retail, leisure, 

and hospitality, where nearly 25% of all jobs were belonged. Thus, unemployment rate 

became higher as revenues declined. Sustainable development negatively impacted by 

the prolonged economic crisis. Sometimes savings got  insufficient to offset the 

financial burden. (Gulseven et al., 2020) 

 

Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure  

The continuing COVID19 outbreak, Infrastructure, innovation, and all forms of 

business depended the human capital faced major changes. Deaths as a result had 

adverse impact on the availability of necessary human capital, since there was no 

vaccination available. 

 

Goal 10: Reduction Inequalities. Growth Rates of Household Expenditure and Income 

per Capita 

COVID-19 made economic imbalances and inequities worse. The COVID-19 

significantly harmed both human lives and the global economy. The abrupt COVID-
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19 strike had a dramatic impact on both economics and human lives. Historic fall of 

active enterprises effected the supply chain that had drastic impact on the world trade. 

According to research, the pandemic's effects on employees and small businesses 

affected the generally approached economic imbalances to the firms (Kalogiannidis, 

2020). 

 

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 

Slum dwellers were more likely to contract COVID-19 because of the high population 

density and inadequate sanitary standards. In Bangladesh when the pandemic initially 

began, it was believed that the city's 20 or so slums would turn into viral hotspots. In 

addition to the high population density, the people of the slum were particularly 

vulnerable due to shared restrooms, kitchens, and water sources, one room per family 

living arrangements, open sewers, nonexistent waste disposal facilities, and general 

economic vulnerability. No trustworthy information, however, can be discovered to 

assess if the slums had been affected by the coronavirus more than four months later 

(Mollah & Islam, 2020). 

 

Goal 16: Peace Justice and Strong Institutions 

Conflicts were more likely to occur, and the nation might blame outsiders for its 

problems. Education leaders were under growing pressure to adopt a transformational 

leadership posture devoted to racial justice by that time of pandemics, where 

curriculum, pedagogy, policies, norms, and attitudes were evaluated critically and 

changed to a new normative state of anti-racism.(Ravitch, 2020) 

 

Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals 

While highlighting the need of international collaboration in public health, the anti-

globalization reaction is intensifying. 

Source: mdpi.com 

 

6.2 Quantitative Analysis 

Table -02:  

Particulars Year 

Before COVID-19 During COVID-19 

2018(%) 2019(%) 2020(%) 2021(%) 

Goal 01 21.8 20.5 21.8 29 

Goal 02 13 9.7 15.2 30.8 
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Goal 03 21.5 21.5 18.9 18.9 

Goal 04  73.91 74.68 74.91 74.66 

Goal 05 20.3 20.6 20.7 20.9 

Goal 06 55.4 55.4 59 55.4 

Goal 07 88.0 92.0 96.2 96.2 

Goal 08 5.2 6.1 3.4 2.3 

Unemployment 

rate 

4.3 4.2 5.3 4.4 

Goal 10 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.4 

Goal 11 - - - - 

Goal 12 - - - - 

Goal 13 - - - - 

Goal 14 5.3 5.2 5.4 5.3 

Goal 15 11 11 14.5 14.5 

Goal 16 20.2 37.0 56.0 56.0 

Goal 17 6.1 5.4 6.1 6.7 

Fiscal balance 

(% of GDP) 

-3.9 -5.5 -5.5 -3.7 

 

Source: Basic Statistics 2017-22, ADB 

 

Graph-1 (Goal 01: No Poverty) 

 

Following the above graph, we can see the forecast line is in positive side. But during 
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covid 19, the poverty line raised to 21.8% in 2020 & 29% in 2021. 

 

Graph-2 (Goal 02: Zero Hunger) 

 

According to the graph, the forecast line is drowning. But in real, because of Covid 19 

it got up according to 15.2% in 2020 & 30.8% in 2021 

 

Graph-3 (Goal 03: Good Health and Wellbeing i.e. Maternal Mortality Rate) 

 

Based on the graph, the forecast line is straight. But in real, because of Covid 19 it got 

below to 18.9% in 2020 & in 2021 it remained same 

 

Graph-4 (Goal 04: Quality Education i.e. proportion of teachers who have 

received at Least the minimum organized teacher training) 
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In the above graph, the forecast line was upward. But in Covid 19 it got below 

to74.91% in 2020 & in 2021 it went to 74.66%. 

  

Graph-5 (Goal 05: Gender Equality) 

 

The graph indicates that the forecast line is increasing. But during Covid 19 it went 

below to 20.7% in 2020 & in 2021 it raised to 20.9% 

 

Graph-6 (Goal 06: Clean Water and Sanitation) 
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According to the graph chart, the forecast line is straight. But in real, surprisingly 

during Covid 19 the percentage raised to 59% in 2020 & in 2021 it remained same to 

55.40% as the forecast line. 

 

Graph-7 (Goal 07: Affordable and Clean Energy) 

 

The Graph shows that, there was no change till 2020 and in 2021 it went below to 

96.2% 

 

Graph-8 (Goal 08: Decent Work and Economic Growth) 
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The graph provides that the forecast line is upward. But in real, because of Covid 19 it 

got below to 3.4 in 2020 & in 2021 it was 2.3 

 

Graph-9 (Unemployment Rate) 

 

Here, we can see that unemployment rate was going down by a little amount but it 

spiked significantly during the COVID-19 and was way behind the forecasted line for 

2020-2021. 

 

Graph-10 (Goal 14: Life below Water) 



246 Sabah and Meem 

 

The graph depict that the forecast line is decreasing. But during Covid 19 it went up to 

5.4% in 2020 & in 2021 it raised to 5.3%. 

 

Graph-11 (Goal 15: Life of Land) 

 

This goal achieving progress has been improved during 2020-2021 as it was forecasted 

to stay the same for the time being. It showed a positive growth. 

 

Graph-12 (Goal 16: Peace Justice and Strong Institutions) 
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According to the graph chart, the forecast line is upward. But in real, during Covid 19 

the percentage raised to 56 in 2020 & in 2021.But the real situation is far behind the 

forecasted line. 

 

Graph-13 (Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals) 

 

The graph shows that, the forecast line is downward. But in real, during Covid 19 the 

percentage raised to 6.1 in 2020 & in 2021 it increased to 6.7 

 

Graph-14 (Fiscal Balance) 
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Fiscal balance, often known as government budget balance, is defined by the difference 

between a government's revenues and expenditures (including taxes and income from 

asset sales). A positive balance shows a government surplus, which means the 

government spends less than it receives. A negative balance, on the other hand, 

signifies a deficit, suggesting that the government spends more than it earns. The fiscal 

balance, represented as a percentage of GDP, is a metric for assessing a government's 

ability to meet its financial obligations and maintain good management of public 

finances. Above, we can see that the balance was same for the year 2019-2020 and it 

showed positive growth in 2021. 

 

Graph-15 (Social Progress Index) 

 

The Social Progress Index is based on significant research that goes beyond traditional 

GDP measurement to determine the social and environmental dimensions of a 

country's success. In the case of Bangladesh, the overall score was 52.18 in 2018, 
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increasing to 54.11 in 2019. However, the projected development trajectory did not 

occur as planned, with the impact of COVID-19 leading to a decrease in the expected 

progression.  

 

Graph-16 (Sustainable Development Goals Index) 

According to sdgindex.org, Bangladesh had an overall score of (2018-2021) 

 

Similarly, to the previous SPI, the SDGI has the same behavioral patterns and changes 

in the progression. 

6.2.1 Findings 

• In Bangladesh, COVID-19 has a negative impact on the majority of SDGs. 

• The SDGs most negatively impacted are: 

Goal 01: No poor (poor rate rising) 

Goal 02: No Hunger (worsened food insecurity) 

Goal 04: High-quality education (learning was hampered by school closures) 

Goal 08: Growth in the Economy and Decent Work (unemployment 

increased) 

Goal 10: Diminished Inequalities (widened economic disparities) 

• A few SDGs have surprisingly encouraged trends: 

Goal 06: Sanitation and Clean Water (with increased access rates) 

Goal 15: Existence on Terrain (noticeable advancement) 

• Bangladesh's rankings on the Social Progress Index (SPI) and SDG Index 

decreased as a result of COVID-19. 

• The report highlights the necessity of targeted recovery strategies in light of 
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Bangladesh's particular circumstances. 

• Pre-existing vulnerabilities in Bangladesh, such its dense population and 

scarce resources, were brought to light by the epidemic. 

 

7. Conclusion 

Even though Bangladesh has established numerous policies and initiatives to meet its 

sustainable development targets by 2030, these may not be enough to guarantee 

sustainable development throughout the nation unless we can overcome the difficulties 

stated above. Bangladesh must establish a pro-sustainable development governance 

system with capable, effective, and reliable labor. The government of a developing 

nation like Bangladesh must exercise extreme caution and care to ensure the 

sustainability of all development projects, regardless of their type. As a result, 

numerous development projects are currently being carried out across the nation, and 

there will likely be even more in the near future. Future generations will suffer greatly 

if the current trend of transient development continues. We must ensure that the 

resources we do have are used properly because, as was already indicated, they are 

scarce. By assuring the durability of the development projects, the government must 

make an effort to alleviate the suffering of the common people. In addition, the 

government must refrain from wasting tax dollars for stated development. There is no 

question that the government's objective is clear with regard to the uniformity of 

development efforts across the nation. Additionally, the government must remember 

to create timely policies to control the high population density in the nation; otherwise, 

reducing poverty would remain the government's fool's errand. Bangladesh needs to 

take great care to preserve biodiversity by implementing long-term plans. Although 

challenging, achieving sustainable development targets by 2030 is not impossible. 

Having a well-thought-out working plan, making policies that are successful, having 

funds accessible, and having open and responsible governance might all work together 

to realize our ideal of a beautiful Bangladesh with sustainable development 

everywhere. 

 

7.1 Recommendations: We may therefore make some general recommendations for the 

SDG goals that are impacted by the pandemic based on our findings. They are- 

SDG 01:  No Poverty: Multifaceted strategies and teamwork are needed to achieve 

this goal. Examples include putting social protection programs into place, 

encouraging inclusive economic growth, funding education and skill 

development, empowering women, addressing rural development, 

sustainable development and climate resilience, gathering and analyzing 

data, forming global partnerships, and so on. 

SDG 02:  Making investments in food systems and sustainable agriculture. Long-
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term food supply that is both dependable and cost-effective will be 

enhanced by this. Reducing food wasting and loss. 

SDG 04:  Quality Education: In order to make up for lost knowledge and improve 

academic standards, invest in education. Give educators greater tools and 

assistance for their professional growth. Create innovative courses and 

increase accessibility to technology to improve student performance. 

SDG 06:  Infrastructure for sanitation and water supply should be maintained. 

Encourage the use of sustainable water management techniques. Increase 

everyone's access to clean, inexpensive water and sanitary facilities. 

SDG 08:  Decent Work and Economic Growth: Give strategic investments top 

priority in order to improve the economy. Encourage the development of 

infrastructure to assist economic growth and the production of jobs. 

Provide tax benefits to businesses in order to promote their adaptability. 

Strengthen assistance for learning and developing skills to fulfill changing 

demands of the labor market. 

SDG 10:  Reduced Inequalities: Expand the reach of social protection services by 

strengthening them. Make certain that vulnerable groups, such as those 

impacted by the epidemic, have a safety net. 

Nevertheless said, it is highly improbable that the SDGs would be accomplished by 

2030 due to factors like climate change and other factors. 

 

7.2 Limitation of the Study: The study is based on secondary data, so that it has some 

shortcomings like time constrains, unavailability and insufficiency of data, lack of 

trusted data and so on. But the researcher paid their best efforts to solve the inherent 

limitations efficiently.  
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