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Abstract 

Under British rule the people of Dhaka city experienced socio-cultural changes brought 

through colonial „modernity‟, and the impact of „Bengal's Renaissance‟ and scientific 

advancement of the contemporary period on their everyday life.The major concern here is 

whether the new concepts of rationality, morality and technical advancement were able to 

influence the corner of the city or did a majority of the common people remained in darkness. 

Western education, including scientific, medical and literary, received impetus from a small 

section of the Bengali society and their diverse effects became visible in Calcutta. Many 

educational centres, Western in nature, took birth under different circumstances, and social 

evils were questioned by many Western-educated indigenous people. It is true that after 

Calcutta, compared to the other cities in Bengal, Dhaka went through a visible change during 

the British colonial period.However, throughout the century, a small number of significant 

steps were taken to develop and reform the socio-cultural milieu of Dhaka city. There is no 

hesitation in saying that not only the peripheral people remained out of the „modernizing 

agenda‟, but also the urban poor and uneducated faced the same condition. Keeping in mind 

the various overwhelming processes of action in a cityscape, in this article, I will try to explore 

how the city people connected the space and its changing milieu in their everyday life in 

colonial settings. And how they perceived and responded to the process of modernity. It also 

focuses on the process of how the city‟s local inhabitants explained modernity and 

transformed it in their own ways. This research has been done through qualitative methods 

using primary and secondary sources including vernacular literature collected from different 

libraries, archives and museums. 

Pvwekã: Dcwb‡ekev`, AvaywbKZv, XvKv kni, ¯’vwbK iƒcvšÍi, RbRxeb 

f‚wgKv 

fviZxq Dcgnv‡`‡k weªwUk Jcwb‡ewkK kvmb cÕwZôvi ga¨w`‡q bMivqY I bM‡ii ¯’vwbK, 

Av_©-mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK †ÿ‡Î †h cwieZ©‡bi m~Pbv n‡qwQj bMi I bM‡i emevmKvix 

RbM‡Yi Rxe‡bi wewea †ÿ‡Î Gi cÕZ¨ÿ I c‡ivÿ cÕfve wQj Aek¨¤¢vex| Z‡e GB cÕfv‡ei 

gvÎv Rb-Rxe‡bi mKj †ÿ‡Î GKB iKg wQj bv| †Kv‡bv †Kv‡bv †ÿ‡Î Gi cÕfve wQj 

e¨vcK, Avevi †Kv‡bv †Kv‡bv †ÿ‡Î Zv wQj A‡cÿvK…Z Kg| gyNj myev evsjvi ivRavbxi 

ghv©`v jv‡fi AZxZ I weªwUk B÷ BwÛqv †Kv¤úvwbi Aax‡b wbRvg‡Zi cwiPq nvwi‡q 

wefvMxq kni wn‡m‡e XvKv jvf K‡i GK bZzb cwiPq| 1858 mv‡j fvi‡Z weªwUk ivR Gi 

mivmwi kvmb cÕwZwôZ n‡j XvKv bMixi ¯’vwbK cwieZ©b Zivwš^Z nq| Gi AvqZb, 

cÕkvmwbK `ß‡ii KvVv‡gvMZ cwieZ©b, bZzb I AvaywbK wkÿv-e¨e ’̄v cÕeZ©b, cÕhyw³MZ I 

                                              


 Aa¨vcK, Bmjv‡gi BwZnvm I ms¯‹…wZ wefvM, RMbœv_ wek̂we`¨vjq, XvKv-1100, evsjv‡`k 
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AeKvVv‡gv Dbœq‡bi gva¨‡g my¯^v¯’¨ wbwðZKiY I gvbwlK DrKl© mva‡bi Rb¨ M„nxZ 

e¨e ’̄vw` XvKv bMixi mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK Rxe‡b `„k¨gvb cwieZ©b G‡bwQj| weªwUk 

Jcwb‡ewkK kvmbvg‡j evsjvi AvaywbK bMi wn‡m‡e KjKvZvi ciB wQj XvKvi ¯’vb| 

AvVv‡iv-Dwbk kZ‡Ki weªwUk ivRavbx KjKvZvi wbKUeZx© kni wn‡m‡e XvKvi bvMwiK 

Rxe‡b Avmv cwieZ©b Ges GB bMixi ¸iæZ¡ I AvaywbKvq‡bi MwZ-cÕK…wZ m¤ú‡K© weªwUk 

AwaKvixM‡Yi wjwLZ cÎvw` Ges Dwbk I wek kZ‡K XvKvq c`vc©YKvix weªwUk D”Pc`¯’ 

e¨vw³e‡M©i Dw³mg~n †_‡KI aviYv cvIqv hvq| d‡j G AÂ‡ji bMi BwZnvm iPbvq weªwUk 

Jcwb‡ewkK kvm‡bi cÕfve AvR eûj Av‡jvwPZ welq wn‡m‡e BwZnv‡m AaxZ| wKš` GB 

AvaywbKvq‡bi cÕfve Rb-Rxe‡b KZUzKz we¯Í…wZ jvf K‡i‡Q, Zv wb‡q GL‡bv M‡elYv 

Pjgvb| eZ©gvb cÕe‡Ü weªwUk Jcwb‡ewkK fvi‡Zi Ab¨Zg bMi XvKvq ZrKvjxb kvmK‡`i 

Avg`vwbK…Z AvaywbKZv, bMixi ¯’vwbK I AeKvVv‡gvMZ cwieZ©‡bi gva¨‡g Rb-Rxe‡b †h 

cÕfve we¯Ívi K‡iwQj Zv wPwþZ Kivi cÕqvm †bqv n‡q‡Q| 

M‡elYvi †hŠw³KZv 

XvKvi bMivq‡Yi BwZnvm iPbv GKwU bZzb cÕqvm| BZtc~‡e© wewfbœ HwZnvwm‡Ki m¤úvw`Z 

iPbvejx I M‡elYvK‡g© weªwUk-Jcwb‡ewkK Avg‡j XvKv‡K GKwU AvaywbK bMi wn‡m‡e M‡o 

†Zvjvi Rb¨ †h ¯’vwbK, AeKvVv‡gvMZ I cÕwZ‡ewkK cwieZ©b I cwiea©b mvwaZ n‡qwQj 

Ges Zvi d‡j XvKvi Rb-Rxe‡bi wewea †ÿ‡Î †h cÕZ¨ÿ I c‡ivÿ cÕfve c‡iwQj Zvi 

cÕK…wZ wbY©q I G m¤ú‡K© HwZnvwmK we‡køl‡Yi cÕqvm mxwgZ| d‡j eZ©gvb M‡elYvKg©wU 

wbtm‡›`‡n BwZnv‡mi GB k~b¨Zv c~iY Ki‡e| bM‡ii ¯’vwbK BwZnvm GKwU RvwZi mvgwMÕK 

BwZnvm‡K mg„× K‡i| d‡j D³ BwZnvm wbY©‡q cwiPvwjZ eZ©gvb M‡elYvKg©wU XvKvi 

bMivq‡Yi BwZnvm‡K mg„× Ki‡e Ges GKwU BwZnvm m‡PZb RvwZ MV‡b mnvqZv Ki‡e| 

M‡elYv c×wZ 

eZ©gvb cÕeÜwU †jLvi †ÿ‡Î g~jZ ¸YMZ c×wZ (Qualitive method) e¨envi Kiv 

n‡q‡Q| cÕv_wgK I ˆØZxwqK Drm e¨envi K‡i GB M‡elYvKg©wU m¤úv`b Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

cÕv_wgK Drmmg~n evsjv‡`k RvZxq gnv‡dRLvbvq msiwÿZ Av‡jvP¨ mgqKv‡ji (Dwbk I 

wek kZ‡Ki cÕ_g fvM) wmwU K‡cv©‡ikb †iKW©, wgDwbwmcvj  †iKW©, cvewjK †nj_ A¨vÛ 

†mwb‡Ukb dvBjmg~n, GWz‡Kkb †Wmcvmmg~n, miKvwi cÕ‡mwWsm, mvKz©jvimg~n, 

M¨v‡RUmg~n e¨envi Kiv n‡q‡Q| Avnmvb gwÃj hv ỳN‡i XvKvi beve‡`i iwÿZ `wjjcÎ, 

XvKv wek^we`¨vj‡q iwÿZ miKvwi cÕ‡mwWsm, M¨v‡RU I mgKvjxb cwÎKvmg~n cÕv_wgK 

Dr‡mi †RvMvb w`‡q‡Q| GQvov mgKvjxb cwÎKvmg~n, we‡kl K‡i XvKv wek^we`¨vjq 

MÕš’vMv‡i msiwÿZ XvKv cÕKvk cwÎKvwU AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Drm wn‡m‡e e¨eüZ n‡q‡Q| 

ZvQvov, MÕvg evsjv cÕ‡ewkKv, e½evYx, XvKv gymwjg myü` mw¤§jbx mfv I eªvþ mgv‡Ri 

mfvi evwl©K weeiYx I AvÄygvb (XvKv) Gi evwl©K weeiYxmg~n I wewfbœ cÎ-cwÎKvq XvKvi 

RbRxe‡bi wewea mgm¨v wb‡q cÕKvwkZ wee„wZmg~n Av‡jvP¨ cÕeÜ‡K Z_¨ mg„× K‡i‡Q| 

Av‡jvP¨ mg‡q †jLv e¨w³MZ AwfÁZv, ågbKvwnwb Ges AvZ¥Rxebxg~jK MÕš’vw` Ab¨Zg 

g~j¨evb Drm wn‡m‡e mshy³ n‡q‡Q| Z‡e M‡elYvi †ÿÎ AbymÜvb I Gi †hØw³KZv wbY©q 
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Z_v KvVv‡gv web¨v‡mi Rb¨ ˆØZxwqK Dr‡mi AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© f‚wgKv i‡q‡Q| eZ©gvb 

M‡elYvq GwU g~j¨evb Dr‡mi †hvMvb w`‡q‡Q| eZ©gvb M‡elYvwU GKwU †gØwjK M‡elYv hv 

GB `yB ai‡bi Dr‡mi mgš^‡q m¤úbœ n‡q‡Q| 

bMi BwZnvm PPv©i aviv I Jcwb‡ewkK XvKvi bMivqY 

bMivq‡Yi BwZnvm gvbe mf¨Zvi D‡b¥‡li BwZnv‡mi mv‡_ m¤úwK©Z| mf¨Zvi weeZ©‡bi 

mv‡_ mv‡_ e`‡j hvq Gi cÕK…wZ I cwiwa| d‡j GKwU kni ev bM‡ii cZbI mf¨Zvi 

weeZ©b cÕwµqvi Dci wbf©ikxj|  HwZnvwmKMY mvaviYZ †g‡mvc‡Uwgq mf¨Zv‡K bMi 

mf¨Zvi m~PbvKvj wn‡m‡e wPwþZ K‡i _v‡K|
1

 †Kbbv wLªóc~e© cÖvq 3500 A‡ã G AÂ‡j 

bMivq‡Yi ˆewkó¨mg~n cwijwÿZ nq| weªwUk HwZnvwmK I cÕZœZË¡we` MW©b PvBì ÔbMivqY 

wecøeÕ (Urban Revolution)2 Gi `kwU ˆewkó¨ D‡jøL K‡ib, Zvi g‡a¨ RbmsL¨v I m¤ú` 

e„w× Ab¨Zg| G mKj ‰ewk‡ó¨i Abym½ wn‡m‡e wjLb c×wZ, Ávb-weÁvb PPv© I †cØi 

K‡g©i we¯Í…wZ N‡U|
3

 †g‡mvc‡Uwgq AÂ‡j G mKj ˆewk‡ó¨i weKvk cÕ_g N‡UwQj, GgbwU 

a‡i wb‡j G mgqKvj‡K bMi mf¨Zvi m~PbvKvj aiv hvq| Gi avivevwnKZvq wgki, wMÖm, 

†ivg, cvim¨ I fviZmn c„w_exi eû AÂ‡j cÕvPxb mf¨Zvi nvZ a‡i bMivq‡Yi we¯Í…wZ N‡U| 

evsjvq bMivq‡Yi m~PbvKvj m¤ú‡K© HwZnvwmK Z_¨-Dcv‡Ëi Afve i‡q‡Q| wewfbœ b„ZvwË¡K 

M‡elYv, ågYe„ËvšÍ, cÕvPxb wjwcgvjv I mgKvjxb mvwn‡Z¨i Drm †_‡K M½v we‡aØZ evsjvq
4

 

bMivq‡Yi BwZnvm m¤ú‡©K Rvbv hvq| cÕvPxb fvi‡Zi niàv I g‡n‡Ãv`v‡ivi mgmvgwqK bv 

n‡jI Gi cÕvPxbZ¡ m¤ú©‡K G mKj Drm †_‡K aviYv cvIqv hvq|
5

 cÕvPxb evsjvi bMivq‡Yi 

KviY wn‡m‡e BwZnvmwe` †Mvjvg giZzRv m¤ú‡`i cÕvPyh©, hvZvqvZ e¨e ’̄v, wkÿv cÕwZôvb ev 

wenvi wbgv©Y‡K cÕavb Dcv`vb wn‡m‡e D‡jøL K‡ib|
6

 GQvov Zvi g‡Z cwjwe‡aØZ G AÂ‡j 

Drcvw`Z K…wl c‡Y¨i evRviRvZKi‡Yi cÕwµqvq b`xZximg~‡n †h e¨emv‡K› ª̀ M‡o I‡V, 

Kv‡ji Ave‡Z© Zv bM‡i iƒcvšÍwiZ nq|
7

 mg‡qi Ave‡Z© b`xi MwZ cwieZ©‡bi m‡½ cyivZb 

bM‡ii Aeÿq I bZzb bM‡ii m~Pbv n‡q‡Q| ejv hvq, evsjvq bMixi fvOv-Movi GB Pjgvb 

cÕwµqvi BwZnvm AwZ cyivZb n‡jI Zv AbymÜv‡bi cÕqvm GLbI A‡bKUvB bZzb|  

G cÕm‡½ fvi‡Zi Jcwb‡ewkK bMi BwZnvmwe` †Kwb_ Gj wMwjqb Gi gšÍe¨ cÕwYavb‡hvM¨| 

wZwb wek kZ‡Ki gvSvgvwS‡Z Avn‡g`vev` bM‡ii BwZnvm iPbv Ki‡Z wM‡q A‡bKUv 

Av‡ÿ‡ci my‡i e‡jbÑ  

Modern Indian historiography no longer confines its study to the activities 

of rulers. The Indian nationalist movement is receiving close attention from 

scholars in several countries, as are the effects of British law and land 

revenue settlements on the social structure of rural India. But those who 

wish to read about Indian cities are still more likely to look to the works of 

geographers and sociologists than to urban history.8 

Kv‡ji Ave‡Z© bMi BwZnvm iPbvq MwZ mÂvwiZ n‡Z †`Lv hvq| bMi BwZnvm iPbvi Ask 

wn‡m‡e M‡elKMY bvbvwea cÕ‡kœi AeZviYv K‡ib; †hgb-kn‡ii †K›`ª I Gi web¨vm cªwµqvq 

kn‡ii mv‡_ Zvi cðv`f~wgi g‡a¨Kvi m¤úK© Ges GKBmv‡_ bMi Awaevmxi hvwcZ Rxe‡b 
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G ai‡bi m¤ú‡K©i mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK cÕfveI Gi MwZ-cÕK…wZi iƒc AbymÜvb cÕf…wZ| G 

ai‡bi AbymÜvb g~jZ GKwU kn‡ii DÐvb-cZ‡bi BwZnv‡mi mv‡_ m¤úwK©Z|
9

 G mKj 

cÕ‡kœi DËi LyuR‡Z wM‡q bMivqY wb‡q M‡elYv eZ©gv‡b f‚‡Mvjwe` I mgvRZvwË¡K‡`i 

M‡elYvq mxgve× bv †_‡K Awawe`¨vi eû kvLv-cÕkvLvq we Í̄…Z n‡q‡Q| Gi m‡½ hy³ n‡q‡Q 

¯’vcwZ¨K, cªZœZvwË¡K I b„ZvwË¡K M‡elYv| G cÕm‡½ bMi BwZnvmwe` bvivqYx ¸ß e‡jb, 

ÖbvMwiK BwZnvm AvšÍwe©lqMZ (inter-disciplinary) `„wófw½ `vwe K‡i| f~‡Mvjwe`, 

cwimsL¨vbwe`, A_©bxwZwe`, mgvRZvwË¡K, ¯’cwZ, cyivZË¡we`, ivóªweÁvbx- mevi KvQ 

†_‡KB BwZnvmwe`‡`i wKQy †kLvi Av‡Q|Ó
10

 

bM‡ii msÁv I Gi cÕK…wZ wbY©q Ki‡Z wM‡q HwZnvwmK, f‚‡Mv`we`, mgvRweÁvbx, 

cÕZœZË¡we` wewea msÁv I ˆewk‡ó¨i D‡jøL K‡ib| evsjv GKv‡Wwgi Awfavq bMi Gi 

kãwUi A_© bvbv †ckvi eûmsL¨K  †jv‡Ki Avevm I wkí-evwYR¨vw`i ¯’vb|
11

 Avevi Gi 

mgv_©K kã Ôkni× ej‡Z †evSvq eo bMi, gnvbMi ev ivRavbx|
12

 bM‡ii eûwea mgv_©K 

kã cvIqv hvq cvwj mvwn‡Z¨| KiæYvb›` wfÿz Zvi cvwj mvwn‡Z¨ bMiweb¨vm I bMiRxeb 

MÕ‡š’ wbMg, bMi, bMiK, ivRavbx, cyi, cÕf…wZ‡K bMi wn‡m‡e wPwþZ K‡ib| bM‡ii msÁv 

w`‡Z wZwb D‡jøL K‡ib ÖbMi- Gi cÕavb I †gØwjK ˆewkó¨¸wj n‡jv- MÕvgvÂ‡ji Zzjbvq 

¯^ígvÎ ¯’vb AvkÕq K‡i AwaKZi msL¨K †jv‡Ki emevm, mxgve× Avevm¯’j, cÕavbZ 

Lv‡`¨vËi mvgMÕxi Drcv`b I Ab¨w`‡K Lv`¨km¨ I KvuPvgv‡ji Rb¨ MÕvg wbf©iZv, 

ewYK‡kÕwYi m‡½ Mfxi  m¤úK©, ivR‰bwZK I cÕkvmwbK Ggb wK, e¨emv-evwYR¨MZ Ges 

KL‡bv agx©q †K›`ª wn‡m‡e ¸iZ¡en wQjÓ|
13

 GK K_vq ejv hvq, Bs‡iwR Urbanization ev 

evsjv bMivqY gvbe mf¨Zv MV‡bi cÕwµqvi m‡½ m¤úK©hy³ †hLv‡b bMi n‡jv gvby‡li Ômf¨× 

Kg©Kv‡Ûi †K›`ª we›`y|
14

 bMivq‡Yi n«vm ev e„w×i Rb¨ †h mKj Dcv`vb g~L¨ f‚wgKv cvjb 

K‡i Zv‡K bMi BwZnvmwe` myweKvk gy‡Lvcva¨vq PviwU †kÕwY‡Z fvM K‡i‡Qb| G¸‡jv n‡jv: 

1. †fØ‡MvwjK I RbmsL¨vMZ †kÕwY, 2. A_©‰bwZK †kÕwY, 3. mgvR I ms¯‹…wZMZ †kÕwY Ges 

4. cwiKvVv‡gvMZ †kÕwY|
15

 ZvQvov †Kv‡bv ¯’v‡b bMivq‡Yi Dcv`vb¸‡jv KZUv Kvh©Ki Zvi 

wbf©i K‡i H ¯’v‡bi Awaevmxi †gvU Avq ev †ckvi Dci| Gi mv‡_ ¯’vbxq mgvR I 

ms¯‹…wZMZ †kªwYwUI bMivq‡Yi cÕK…wZ MV‡b f‚wgKv iv‡L| d‡j †Kvb ¯’v‡bi bMivq‡Yi ¯^iƒc 

wbf©i K‡i ¯’vbxq RbM‡bi hvwcZ Rxe‡bi MwZ-cÕK…wZi Dci| GB w`K¸‡jv wePvi K‡i 

HwZnvwmK I mgvRZvwË¡KMY g‡b K‡ib, cªvK-weªwUk evsjvi mgvR I iv‡óªi ev¯ÍeZvq GB 

Dcv`v‡bi Afve wQj| 

weªwUk Jcwb‡ewkK AÂj¸‡jv‡Z bMivq‡Yi avuP me©`v GKB avivq M‡o D‡VwQj Zv bq, 

eis cÕ‡Z¨K bMixB KZ¸‡jv Avjv`v KviY I ˆewkó¨ jvf K‡iwQj| †`Lv hvq, cyuwRev`x 

K…wl A_©bxwZ, †ijc_ Ges †ij †÷kb, cÕkvmwbK cÕ‡qvRb, B‡qv‡ivcxq MÕx®§vevm ¯’vc‡bi 

†hØw³KZv BZ¨vw` wewfbœ welq‡K †K›`ª K‡i bZzb bZzb bMi M‡o I‡V; Avevi cy‡iv‡bv 

bMixi iƒc cwiewZ©Z nq| Z‡e Rbc`‡K bMi wn‡m‡e wPwþZ Kivi Rb¨ Jcwb‡ewkK 

kvmK‡kÕwYi Rb Rwic ïiæ n‡j 1872 Gi †mÝvm AwaKZ©v †R wm †RK gšÍe¨ K‡ib, G 

AÂ‡ji wmsnfvM kni “actually half towns and half village”16

 ejv hvq, 

eZ©gvbKv‡jI `wÿY Gwkqvi A‡bK kn‡i chv©ß bvMwiK my‡hvM-myweavi Afve i‡q‡Q, A_P 
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RbmsL¨vi wfwË‡Z G¸‡jv e„nr kn‡ii †kÕwY‡Z AšÍf©y³ n‡q‡Q| XvKvi †ÿ‡ÎI GB mZ¨wU 

cÕ‡hvR¨| Dwbk I wek kZ‡Ki XvKvq bMivq‡Yi Dcv`vb¸‡jv Kxfv‡e ¯’vbxq Awaevmxi 

hvwcZ Rxe‡bi Dci KZUzKz Kvh©Kix cÕfve †d‡j‡QÑ Zv Av‡jvP¨ cÕe‡Ü AbymÜv‡bi †Póv 

Kiv n‡q‡Q|         

XvKv bMi I Gi bvMwiK PwiÎ A‡š^l‡Yi BwZnvm Av‡jvPbv e¨vcK we¯Í…Z bq| Jcwb‡ewkK 

XvKvi bMi‡Kw›`ªK BwZnvm wb‡q Mªš’ I cÕeÜ iwPZ n‡q‡Q †hLv‡b ÿz`ª cwim‡e XvKvi Rb-

Rxeb m¤ú‡©K Av‡jvPbvI cvIqv hvq| Av‡jvP¨ mgqKv‡ji BwZnvm iPbvi †ÿ‡Î ˆmq` 

AvIjv` nvmvb Gi Antiquities of Dacca (1905) ˆmq` †gvnv¤§` ˆZdzi iwPZ 

Glimpses of Old Dhaka: A short Historical Narration of East Bengal and 

Assam with special Treatment of Dhaka (1956) Ges Avn‡g` nvmvb `vbx iwPZ 

Dacca: A Record of Its Changing Fortunes (1956) MÕš’mg~‡ni bvg D‡jøL‡hvM¨| 

†Kv¤úvwb I weªwUk kvmbvax‡b wjwLZ Pvj©m W×‡qwji iwPZ Antiquities of Dacca, 

(1814), †Rgm IqvBR iwPZ Notes on the Races, castes and trades in Eastern 

Bengal (1883)I evW©wj evU© iwPZ The Romance of an Eastern Capital(1906) 

MÕš’mg~n XvKvi Jcwb‡ewkK avivi bMivqY I bvMwiK Rxeb m¤úwK©Z cÖvgvb¨ `wjj wn‡m‡e 

we‡ewPZ| G mKj MÕ‡š’i †ewkifvMB XvKvi BwZnvm eY©bvq g~jZ G AÂ‡j weªwUkc~e© I 

ZrcieZx© Kv‡ji wU‡K-_vKv I aŸsmcÕvß BgviZvw`i eY©bv I cwiPq cÕvavb¨ †c‡q‡Q| 

cvkvcvwk XvKvi bMivq‡Yi cÕK…wZ, mgvR, ms¯‹…wZ, ¯’vcZ¨ I cÕPwjZ ixwZ-bxwZ m¤ú‡K© wKQz 

¸iæZ¡c~Y© Z‡_¨i mÜvb cvIqv hvq| d‡j XvKvi BwZnvm iPbvq G mKj MÕ‡š’i Ae`vb 

Ab¯^xKvh©|  

AvVv‡iv I Dwbk kZ‡K XvKvi Rb-Rxeb I kvmb e¨e ’̄v m¤ú‡K© D`y© I dvwm©‡Z †jLv wKQz 

MÕ‡š’i Abyev` cvIqv hvq| G mKj MÕ‡š’i g‡a¨ gybmx ingvb Avjx Zv‡qk iwPZ ZvIqvwi‡L 

XvKv, nvwKg nvweeyi ingv‡bi XvKv cuPvk eim †cn‡j, Avmy`Mv‡b XvKv  MÕš’mg~n 

D‡jøL‡hvM¨| G mKj MÕ‡š’ ZrKvjxb XvKvevmxi mvs¯‹…wZK Rxe‡bi cwiPq cvIqv hvq| 

Zv‡qk gyNj XvKvi bvwRg I bv‡qe bvwRg‡`i kvmbKvj, Zv‡`i cÕvZ¨wnK Rxe‡bi bvbv 

NUbv wb‡q cÕPwjZ BwZnvm, Zv‡`i Aax‡b XvKvi bvMwiK Dbœqb, agx©q I cvw_©e ¯’vcZ¨ I 

AeKvVv‡gv wbgv©Ymn 1905 mv‡j c~e©evsjv I Avmvg cÕ‡`‡ki ivRavbxi wmwfj †÷kb 

wn‡m‡e igbvi beiƒ‡c cÕwZôvjvf cÕf…wZ wel‡q Av‡jvPbvi mwbœ‡ek NwU‡q‡Qb| nvwKg 

nvweeyi ingv‡bi XvKv cuPvk eim †cn‡j MÕš’wUi Av‡jvPbvi mxgv Dwbk kZ‡Ki †kl `kK 

ch©šÍ| Z‡e GB MÕš’wU‡K evsjv wefvMc~e© XvKvi mgKvjxb mgvR, mf¨Zv, ms¯‹…wZ PPv© Z_v 

Gi m‡½ m¤ú„³ e¨w³e‡M©i Rxeb I Kg© m¤ú‡K© †jLv GKwU cÕvgvY¨ `wjj wn‡m‡e we‡ePbv 

Kiv nq| G mKj Av‡jvPbvq cªm½µ‡g XvKvi ¯’vwbK weeZ©‡bi cvkvcvwk Rb-Rxe‡bi bvbv 

w`K wb‡q Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| G mKj cÕm½ eZ©gvb M‡elYvq AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Dcv`vb 

wn‡m‡e we‡ePbvi `vwe iv‡L| Z‡e weªwUk kvmKMY XvKv‡K GKwU AvaywbK bMi wn‡m‡e M‡o 

†Zvjvi †h cÕqvm wb‡qwQj Ges Zv XvKvi AwaevmxMY Kxfv‡e MÕnY I AvZ¥¯’ K‡i‡Q wKsev 

evwZj K‡i‡QÑZv Av‡jvPbvi †Kv‡bv cÖqvm jÿ¨ Kiv hvq bv|  
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Jcwb‡ewkK XvKvi bMivqY m¤úwK©Z MÕš’¸‡jvi g‡a¨ kixd DwÏb Avn‡g` iwPZ, Dhaka: 

A Study In Urban History & Development 1840-1921 MÕ‡š’ †jLK weªwUk †Kv¤úvwb 

I ivR Avg‡j XvKvi bMivq‡Yi ¯^iƒc Zz‡j a‡i‡Qb| XvKvq AvaywbK bvMwiK myweav¸‡jv 

cÕYq‡bi Rb¨ Bs‡iR kvmK I wmwfwjqvb‡`i cÕ‡Póv, ¯’vbxq wewkó evw³e‡M©i m¤ú„³Zv I 

we‡ivwaZv msµvšÍ welq¸‡jvi wek` weeiY G Mª‡š’ cvIqv hvq| Z‡e XvKvi ¯’vwbK cwieZ©‡b 

welq¸‡jv Kxfv‡e KvR K‡i‡Q, †m m¤ú‡K© we‡køl‡Yi cwimiwU mxwgZ| kixd DwÏb 

Avn‡g` m¤úvw`Z Dhaka Past Presesnt Future (1889) MÕ‡š’ Avãyj gywgb †PØayix I 

kebe dviæKxi †hØ_fv‡e †jLv „Origin and Development of Mughal Dhaka‟ Ges 

m¤úv`‡Ki †jLv „Municipal Politics and Urban Developments in Dhaka (1885-

1915)‟ cÕe‡Ü XvKvi bvMwiK Rxeb m¤ú‡K© Av‡jvKcvZ Kiv n‡q‡Q| GQvov XvKvi 400 

eQi Dcj‡ÿ 2012 mv‡j evsjv‡`k GwkqvwUK †mvmvBwU KZ„©K cÕKvwkZ Urbanization 

and Urban Development wk‡ivbv‡gi 3 b¤^i f¨jy‡g G †K Gg †Mvjvg ieŸvbx ÔParks 

and Open Spaces in British Times‟17

 wk‡ivbv‡gi cÕe‡Ü XvKvi cvK©, †Ljvi gvV I 

Db¥y³ ¯’vb¸‡jvi eY©bv cÕvavb¨ †c‡q‡Q| DËi-Jcwb‡ewkK XvKvq Db¥y³ we‡bv`‡bi 

¯’vb¸‡jvi weKvk I XvKvi bMivq‡Yi G mKj ¯’v‡bi ¸iæZ¡ wbY©‡q GB cÕeÜwU D‡jø‡Li `vwe 

iv‡L| 

XvKv m¤ú‡K© eûwea Z‡_¨i mgvnvi NwU‡q‡Qb XvKv wb‡q eû MÕ‡š’i †jLK HwZnvwmK 

gybZvmxi gvgyb| G mKj MÕ‡š’i g‡a¨ Zvi †jLv XvKv mgMÖ Ab¨Zg| Qq L‡Ð †jLv GB MÕ‡š’i 

Aa¨vqmg~n XvKvi cwiPq, cÖvK-Jcwb‡ewkK I Jcwb‡ewkK XvKvi weeZ©b I XvKvi 

AvaywbKvq‡b ¯’vbxq‡`i f‚wgKvÑ me wKQzB mvejxj fvlvq dz‡U D‡V‡Q| GB mKj †jLbxi 

Drm miKvwi `wjjcÎ, mgmvgwqK msev`cÎ I AvZ¥RxebxÑ Z‡e mvaviY cvVK‡`i Rb¨ 

†jLv G mKj MÕ‡š’ AvaywbK XvKv wbgv©Y‡K †K›`ª K‡i ¯’vbxq weËevb †kÕwY, Jcwb‡ewkK 

AwaKvixMY Z_v XvKv wgDwbwmcvwjwUi ga¨Kvi `xN© we‡iva Ges Gi dj¯^iƒc XvKvi G mKj 

†kÕwYi g‡a¨Kvi wÎcÿxq m¤ú‡K©i mgxKiY m¤ú‡K© Av‡jvPbv ev we‡kølY Abycw¯’Z| A_P 

bM‡ii ¯’vwbK cwieZ©b bvMwi‡Ki ga¨Kvi m¤úK©B wbav©iY K‡i| eZ©gvb M‡elYvq G m¤ú©‡K 

Av‡jvPbv I we‡køl‡Y GmKj Aby‡jøwLZ wel‡qi Ici `„wó wbeÜ‡bi gva¨‡g BwZnv‡mi 

k~b¨Zv c~i‡Yi cÕqvm †bqv n‡q‡Q|  

Jcwb‡ewkK AvaywbKvqb I XvKvi bMiRxe‡b Gi cÖfve 

wek^ mf¨Zvi BwZnv‡m Jcwb‡ewkKZv GKwU cyivZb I eûj e¨eüZ cš’v n‡jI hy‡Mi Ave‡Z© 

Zvi cÕwµqvMZ cwieZ©b N‡U‡Q| gvKm©ev`xMY Jcwb‡ewkKZvi iƒc wbY©q Ki‡Z wM‡q 

BD‡ivcxq aiY †_‡K Avw` Jcwb‡ewkKZvi cv_K¨©‡K cuywRi wbM‡i wePvi K‡i‡Qb| G 

Abyhvqx Avw` Dcwb‡ek‡K cÕvK-cuywRev`x I AvaywbK Dcwb‡ek BD‡ivcxq cuywRev‡`i wbqš¿‡Y 

cÖwZwôZ|
18

 d‡j fviZe‡l© weªwUk‡`i Øviv cÕwZwôZ Dcwb‡ek AvaywbK Jcwb‡ewkK PwiÎ 

wb‡q M‡o D‡VwQj hvi g~j jÿ¨ wQj G AÂ‡ji ivR¯^, im`, m¤ú` n Í̄MZ K‡i weRqx 

iv‡óªi A_©bxwZi cybM©Vb Ges G j‡ÿ¨ Jcwb‡ewkZ I Dcwb‡ekK iv‡óªi g‡a¨ gvbe I 

cÕvK…wZK m¤ú‡`i cÕevn wbwðZ Kiv| ýxZ j‡ÿ¨ †cØuQv‡bvi Rb¨ Dcwb‡ekK ivóªhš¿ bvbv 
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†KØkj I Z_vKw_Z Av`‡k©i †Niv‡Uvc ˆZwi K‡i Zv Dcwb‡ewkZ‡`i Dci cÕ‡qvM K‡i| 

GB cÕwµqvq Dfq c‡ÿi g‡a¨ †h A_©‰bwZK ˆel‡g¨i m„wó n‡qwQj Zv wQj BD‡ivcxq 

cuywRev` I wk‡íi Dbœq‡bi AeavwiZ dmj| †lvok kZ‡K BD‡iv‡ci wkíwecøe I cÕhyw³MZ 

Dbœq‡bi d‡j cY¨ Drcv`b I Zv wewµi Rb¨ we‡k̂i bvbv AÂ‡j †h evRvi ˆZwii cÕeYZv 

†`Lv hvq Zv A_©‰bwZK cÕe„w×‡K Zivwš^Z K‡iwQj e‡U, wKš` fviZel© I Avwd«Kvi weivU 

f‚wgi ivR‰bwZK ÿgZv AwaKvi I G mKj f‚wg †_‡K cÕvß cyuwR I cyuwRi mÂvj‡bi gva‡g 

BD‡ivcxq cyuwRev‡`i weKvk N‡UwQj mev©waK| ivR‰bwZK ÿgZv `L‡ji gva¨‡g ¯’vbxq 

A_©bxwZ wbqš¿Y cÕwµqvi ¯^vfvweK dj wQj G mKj AÂ‡j BD‡ivcxq mv¤ªvR¨ev‡`i cÕwZôv| 

Avi AvaywbK mv¤ªvR¨ev`‡K
19

 wPwýZ Kiv nq cyuwRev‡`i m‡ev”©P ¯Íi wn‡m‡e| mgMÖ Dwbk 

kZK Ry‡o Ges wek kZ‡Ki cÕ_g w`‡K fviZe‡l© weªwUk Dcwb‡ek Z_v AvaywbK BD‡ivcxq 

mv¤ªvR¨ev‡`i igigv iƒc †`Lv hvq| †ijMvwo Avi †UwjMÕv‡di cÕeZ©b †MvUv fviZel©‡K 

weªwUk ivRavbx KjKvZv †Kw›`ªK K‡i †`q| G mKj cwieZ©‡bi A_©‰bwZK I ivR‰bwZK 

djvdj wQj `„k¨gvb| cvkvcvwk bZzb kvmK‡kÕwY KZ…©K G AÂ‡j mvs¯‹…wZK Dcwb‡ek 

cÕwZôvi †Póv Lye m‡PZbfv‡eB ïiæ n‡qwQj| †Kbbv ivR‰bwZK ÿgZvi `„pKiY I 

A_©‰bwZK cÕe„w×i Rb¨ cÕ‡qvRb wQj †UKmB cÕkvmb I mvgvwRK-mvs¯‹…wZK cwi‡ek| GKB 

mv‡_ wewRZ AÂ‡j weRqx`‡ji kvmb‡K AvBbm¤§Z Kiv Ges kvmb I †kvl‡Yi cwi‡ek 

wbwðZ Kivi Rb¨ †h c×wZ cÕewZ©Z n‡jv, kvmK‡kÕwYi fvlvq Zv wQj “Civilizing 

Mission”20 hv‡K mf¨ZvKiY cÕwµqvI ejv †h‡Z cv‡i| weªwUk kvmKM‡Yi Øviv cÕewZ©Z 

GB mf¨ZvKiY cÖwµqv cÕm‡½ HwZnvwmK †Kwi G IqvU (Carey A. Watt) Gi gšÍe¨ 

cÕwYavb‡hvM¨| Zvi g‡Z, “For the British Raj in India the civilizing mission meant 

many things, including bringing the benefit of British culture to the subcontinent in 

the form of free trade and capitalism as well as law, order and good government.”21

 

†Kbbv kvmK‡kÕwY Dcwb‡ekK I Dcwb‡ewkZ Rb‡Mvwôi g‡a¨ GKwU †gØwjK cv_©K¨ Lyu‡R 

†ei K‡ib, †hLv‡b mf¨Zvi wePv‡i ¯’vbxq ev Dcwb‡ewkZ RbMY wQj weªwUk‡`i Zzjbvq Ges 

e„nr †ÿ‡Î BD‡ivcxq RbM‡Yi Zzjbvq wb¤œgvbm¤úbœ mf¨Zvi aviK| d‡j wcwQ‡q civ ev 

Zzjbvg~jK AbybœZ I wb¤œ gvbm¤§Z Rb‡Mvwôi Dbœq‡bi Rb¨ mf¨ZvKiY cÕwµqvi cÕ‡qvRb‡K 

¸iæZ¡c~Y© I Aek¨KiYxq wn‡m‡e cÕvwZôvwbKxKiY Kiv nq| Z‡e GB cÕwµqvwU wQj 

BD‡ivcxq mf¨Zv I ms¯‹…wZi GKwU Avjv`v ms¯‹iY hv Jcwb‡ewkK AÂ‡ji Rb¨ wbw`©ó 

wQj| g~j D‡Ïk¨ wQj Gi gva¨‡g Dcwb‡ewkZ‡`i‡K GK ai‡bi ÖbZzb I DbœZ ms¯‹…wZiÓ 

†Niv‡Uv‡c †d‡j ivóª I mgv‡R AaxZ ms¯‹…wZevnx GKwU mf¨ †Mvwô ˆZwi Kiv| BD‡ivcxq 

ms¯‹…wZi we¯Í…wZ mva‡bi Ab¨Zg nvwZqvi wn‡m‡e Zviv Bs‡iwR wkÿv‡K †e‡Q wb‡qwQj| 

kvmK‡kÕwYi GB cÕ‡Póvi d‡j mgvR I iv‡óª weªwUk f‚lY I wPšÍvaviv m¤^wjZ GK †kÕwYi 

m‡PZb bvMwi‡Ki Rb¥ n‡Z †`Lv hvq, hviv weªwUk fvi‡Zi wkÿv ms¯‹viK †gK‡ji 

(Thomas Babington Macaulay) Kvw•ÿZ †kÕwY wn‡m‡e AvZ¥cÕKvk K‡iwQj|
22

 evsjvq 

Bs‡iwR wkÿvq wkwÿZ ¯’vbxq Awaevmxi GKwU eo Ask f`ª‡jvK Awfav wb‡q mgv‡R GK 

bZzb †kÕwYi Rb¥ w`‡qwQj| miKvwi D‡`¨v‡M Bs‡iwR wkÿv we¯Ívi I wgkbvwi‡`i cÕ‡Póvq 

†`kxq Kvq`vq wkÿv cÕ`v‡bi †Póvi d‡j fvi‡Zi wewfbœ As‡k AvbyôvwbK wkÿvi we¯Ívi MÕvg 

I gdt¯^j GjvKvq ¯^í cwil‡i we¯Ívi jvf K‡i| kni ev bMi‡K †K›`ª K‡i weªwUk mf¨Zvi 
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Dcv`vb¸‡jvi we¯Í…wZ NU‡Z _v‡K weavq iv‡óªi cÕZ¨šÍ AÂ‡ji Rwg`vi, e¨emvqx I †ewbqv 

†Mvwôi GKwU eo Ask kni I bMi¸‡jv‡Z emwZ ¯’vcb Ki‡Z _v‡K| G‡Z K‡i GKw`‡K 

†hgb Zviv webv †K¬‡k Rwgi LvRbv cÕ`vbmn †ckv I K‡g©i mv‡_ m¤úwK©Z cÖkvmwbK 

cÕ‡qvRb wgUv‡Zv Ges bM‡i cÕewZ©Z AvaywbK bvMwiK myweav jvf Ki‡Zv, Ab¨w`‡K Zv‡`i 

mšÍvbiv kn‡ii wkÿvcÕwZôvb †_‡K Bs‡iwR wkÿv MÕn‡Yi my‡hvM †c‡Zv| msL¨vi w`K †_‡K 

Bs‡iwR wkÿvq wkwÿZ GB †kÕwY Lye kw³kvjx bv n‡jI mg‡qi Ave‡Z© mgv‡R Zv‡`i e¨vcK 

cÕfve ˆZwi nq| GB †kÕwYi GKUv eo Ask miKv‡ii wewfbœ †ckvq wb‡qvwRZ nIqvi Kvi‡Y 

kvmK †kÕwYi mv‡_ Zv‡`i m¤ú©K wQj wbweo| d‡j bvMwiK Rxe‡bi mv‡_ m¤úwK©Z mgm¨v I 

Zvi mgvav‡bi †ÿ‡Î GB †kÕwYi AvMÕn wQj `„k¨gvb| XvKvi bvMwiK‡`i †ÿ‡ÎI Gi 

e¨wZµg wQj bv| g~jZ BD‡ivcxq cÕhyw³MZ DbœwZ jä AvaywbK I weÁvbwfwËK wPwKrmvi 

Øviv K‡jiv I †cø‡Mi b¨vq gnvgvwi †gvKv‡ejv, cvKv iv¯Ív wbgv©Y, c‡qvtwb¼vkb I weï× 

Lvevi cvwbi e¨e¯’vmn bM‡ii AeKvVv‡gvMZ Dbœq‡bi †ÿ‡Î weªwUk kvmK‡kÕwY †h AvaywbK 

bMiRxe‡bi aviYv wb‡q Av‡m Zv bMievmxi gvbm RM‡Z e¨vcK cwieZ©‡bi m~Pbv K‡i| 

we‡kl K‡i AvaywbK wkÿvq wkwÿZ I kvmK‡Mvwôi cÕwZ AvÁven †kÕwY G mKj e¨e¯’v‡K 

Avkxev©` wn‡m‡e MÕnY K‡i wb‡R‡`i cÕwZ‡ek‡K cwieZ©‡bi eûwea D‡`¨vM MÕnYmn 

kvmK‡`i AvbxZ e¨e¯’vw` cÕ‡qv‡M mn‡hvwMZv K‡ib| G mKj e¨e¯’vw` m¤ú©~Y I µwUgy³ 

wQj bv Ges Zv mve©RbxbI wQj bv| hvi dj¯^iƒc, GKw`‡K DbœZ bvMwiK myweav jv‡fi 

AvKv•Lv I Ab¨w`‡K GB e¨e ’̄vw`i ỳe©jZv‡K KvwU‡q DVvi cÕ‡Póv XvKv bMixi Rb-Rxeb‡K 

cÕZ¨ÿ I c‡ivÿfv‡e m¤ú„³ K‡i †d‡j| hw`I `wi`ª I wkÿvi myweavewÂZ kû‡i Awaevmx 

GB AvaywbKvqb cÕwµqvi AšÍf©‚³ wQj bv, Z_vwc GB cÖwµqvi Zv‡`i A‡bK‡KB ev¯`Pz¨Z I 

¯’vbPy¨Z GgbwK RxweKvnxb n‡Z n‡qwQj| 

c~‡e©B D‡jøL Kiv n‡q‡Q †h Dwbk kZ‡Ki XvKv wQj wefvMxq Kwgkbv‡ii Aax‡b cwiPvwjZ 

GKwU wefvMxq m`i `ßi| weªwUk kvmbvax‡b fvi‡Zi eû kn‡ii b¨vq gyNj myevi ivRavbxi 

†RØjyk I wkíDrcv`bKvixi ghv©`v nvwi‡q ZZw`‡b XvKv cwiYZ n‡qwQj GKwU †QvU gd¯^j 

kn‡iÑ †hLv‡b †Rjv m`‡ii wmwfj †÷kb‡K †K›`ª K‡i kn‡ii AveZ©b n‡qwQj| c~e© 

evsjvi abx I cÕfvekvjx Rwg`vi †kÕwYi emevm wQj g~jZ KjKvZvq| XvKvq emevm Ki‡Zb 

†QvU Rwg`viiv| weªwUk kvmbvax‡b †ijc_ ¯’vcb I Rjc‡_ w÷gvi mvwf©m Pvjy Kivi gva¨‡g 

MÕvg I kn‡ii cvi¯úvwiK †hvMv‡hvM ª̀æZZi n‡j MÕvg †_‡K kn‡i AwfMgb cÕwµqv Zivwš^Z 

nq| cÕkvmwbK I e¨emvwqK Kvi‡Y I AvaywbK wkÿv MÕn‡Yi Rb¨ G mKj AwfMgb n‡jI 

wkíKviLvbvi Afv‡e RbmsL¨v e„w×i nvi wQj ¯^vfvweK| ¯^vfvweKfv‡eB G mg‡q XvKv bMi,  

MÕvg I kn‡ii hyMj PwiÎ  wb‡q M‡o D‡VwQj| Z‡e Bs‡iwR wkÿvq wkwÿZ f`ª‡jv‡Ki 

msL¨vi w`K †_‡K KjKvZvi ciB XvKvi ¯’vb nIqvq Dwbk kZK I wek kZ‡Ki cÕ_gva© 

bvMv` GwU ga¨we‡Ëi kn‡i cwiYZ nq| †Kbbv XvKvq emevmKvixiv wQj g~jZ cÖkvmwbK I 

Ab¨vb¨ †ckvq wbhy³, †hgbÑ DwKj, wkÿK, Wv³vi cÕf…wZ| G mKj †ckvRxex‡`i 

A_©‰bwZK Ae¯’vB Zv‡`i Rxebgvb I mvgvwRK ghv©`v wbav©iY Ki‡Zv| d‡j †`Lv hvq, 

AwaKZi my‡hvM-myweav, Kvw•ÿZ †ckv Ges A‡cÿvK…Z DbœZ Rxeb jv‡fi Rb¨ GB 

AwfMgb cÕwµqv wQj Aek¨¤¢vex| ¯’vqx ev A¯’vqxfv‡e emevmKvix GB †kÕwY me©`vB Zv‡`i 
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Kíbv I ev Í̄eZvq kni I MÕv‡gi GK ai‡bi mw¤§jb NUv‡Z PvB‡Zb, hv kn‡ii mvgvwRK I 

mvs¯‹…wZK Rxeb‡K cwiPvwjZ Ki‡Zv| wKš` PwiÎMZ w`K †_‡K kni I MÕv‡gi g‡a¨ cv_©K¨ 

I ag©, eY©, m¤úª`vq Ges †kÕwYi †ÿ‡Î kn‡ii mve©Rbxb iƒc KL‡bv e¨w³ gvb‡m GKvwK‡Z¡i 

Abyf~wZ RvMÕZ Ki‡Zv|
23

mgvRweÁvbx I HwZnvwmK †d«b Zw¼m (Fran Tonkiss) GB 

ai‡bi Abyf‚wZ‡K bMi Rxe‡bi Aek¨¤¢vex dj e‡j gšÍe¨ K‡ib, hv mgvRweÁvbx Iqvëvi 

†eÃvwgb „Lonely and lost‟ e‡j AvL¨vwqZ K‡ib Ges GKBmv‡_ GB Ae¯’v‡K bM‡ii 

†Kvjvnjc~Y© Rxe‡b Kvw•ÿZ Ae¯’v e‡j gšÍe¨ K‡ib| G m¤ú‡K© wg‡kj wW Kv‡U©I (Michel 

de Certeau) Zvi weL¨vZ The practices of everyday life MÕ‡š’ D‡jøL K‡ib, bMi 

e¨vw³ Rxe‡bi e¯`MZ I Av`wk©K w`K‡K Ggb GK Øvw›`K Ae¯’vq DcbxZ K‡i hvi Øviv 

e¨w³ bMi Rxe‡b Zvi Ae ’̄vb‡K mywbw`©ó Ki‡Z mÿg nq Ges e¨w³ †Kw› ª̀KZv 

mvgwMÕKZv‡K wbqš¿‡Yi gva¨‡g bM‡ii mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK Rxe‡bi Dci cÕfve we¯Ívi 

K‡i| mgvRZvwZ¡K‡`i GB we‡kølY Abyhvqx bM‡ii ivR‰bwZK I ’̄vwbK cwieZ©b mgvR 

weeZ©‡bi †ÿ‡Î ¸iæZ¡c~Y© wbqvgK wn‡m‡e KvR K‡i| d‡j Zv‡`i g‡Z bM‡i bZzb 

AvMgbKvix e¨w³ G mKj e¯`MZ I Av`wk©K ˆewkó¨ Øviv cÕfvweZ n‡e I wb‡RI Gi As‡k 

cwiYZ n‡e| Dwbk-wek kZ‡Ki XvKvi mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK Rxeb Gi e¨wZµg wQj bv|  

Jcwb‡ewkK evZvei‡Y Bs‡iwR wkÿv I ms¯‹…wZ PPv©i gva¨‡g MwVZ m‡PZb †kÕwY ˆZwii 

weªwUk cÕ‡Póv A‡bKUvB mdj n‡qwQj| G cÕm‡½ ZrKvjxb KjKvZv wgDwbwmcvwjwUi 

AwaKZv©  I RvZxqZvev`x †bZv wewcb P‡›`ªi gZ cÕwYavb‡hvM¨| wZwb KjKvZv kn‡ii 

bvMwiK myweavw`i I ¯^v¯’¨ m¤§Z cwi‡ek I m‡PZb bvMwi‡Ki ga¨Kvi m¤úK© wbY©q K‡ib 

Ges Gi mvdj¨ I e¨_©Zv‡K bvMwiK m‡PZbZvi Dci wbf©ikxj e‡j g‡b K‡ib| wZwb G 

ai‡bi Ávb‡K “certainly much greater help to the development of man‟s higher 

or spiritual life” e‡j g‡b K‡ib|
24

 G mg‡q XvKvi D”P wkÿvq wkwÿZ m‡PZb bvMwiK 

GKw`‡K bM‡i wb‡R‡`i Rb¨ AvaywbK myweav m¤^wjZ I ¯^v¯’¨m¤§Z cwi‡ek ˆZix‡Z wQ‡jb 

AZ¨šÍ AvMÕnx Ab¨w`‡K ivóª I mgv‡R wb‡R‡`i Ae¯’vb ˆZwii †ÿ‡ÎI wQ‡jb GKBfv‡e 

Drmvnx| d‡j G mKj welq wb‡q ivóªh‡š¿i cvkvcvwk mgv‡Ri Ab¨vb¨ †kÕwYi mv‡_ msNvZ I 

mn‡hvwMZvi m¤úK© M‡o I‡V| GB m¤ú‡K©i d‡j †h mvs¯‹…wZK cwigÛ‡ji Rb¥ nq Zv †nvwg 

fvevi (Homi Bhaba) g‡Z “hybrid space” ev “third space”25 n‡jI Iqvëvi 

†eÃvwg‡bi g‡Z GwU bM‡i wgkÕ mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK cwi‡e‡ki Rb¥ †`q †hLv‡b e¨w³MZ 

I mwgwóK cwiPq GKB mv‡_ we`¨gvb _v‡K|
26

 MÕvgevsjv cÕ‡ewkKv bvgK GKwU ¯’vbxq 

cwÎKv ZrKvjxb MÕvgevsjvi cwi‡ek I cÕwZ‡ek m¤ú‡K© GKwU wi‡cv‡U© MÕv‡gi c‡qvwb®‹vkb 

e¨e ’̄v, weï× cvwbi Afve, Am&¦v¯’¨Ki cwi‡e‡k emevm, †bvsiv †cvlvK cwiavb‡K 

g¨v‡jwiqv, ¸wUemšÍmn bvbv †iv‡Mi KviY wn‡m‡e wPwþZ K‡ib|
27

 G ai‡bi wi‡cvU© 

GKw`‡K AvaywbK weÁvb I cÕhyw³Ávb Øviv KíbvwkÕZ meyR k¨vgj MÕvg‡K A¯^v¯’¨Ki wn‡m‡e 

wPwþZ Kiv Ab¨w`‡K MÕvg †_‡K wew”QbœZv I kû‡i cwi‡e‡k Af¨¯’Zvi Bw½Z †`q| ZvQvov 

ÔAvaywbK kni gv‡bB ¯^v¯’¨m¤§Z kni×Ñ GwUB wQj ZrKvjxb kn‡ii g~j aviYv| d‡j kn‡ii 

bvMwiK ¯^v ’̄¨ Dbœq‡bi Rb¨ Ges bvMwiK mgm¨v mgvav‡bi Rb¨ Av‡e`b, wb‡e`b I `vwe-

`vIqv wQj wbZ¨‰bwgwËK|  



232 weªwUk Jcwb‡ewkK kvmbvg‡j XvKv bMixi AvaywbKvqb 

Z‡e G ai‡bi m‡PZbZv †kÕwY we‡f`nxb, mve©Rbxb I mgZvwfwËK wQj bv| hvi d‡j †`Lv 

hvq, GKw`‡K GB m‡PZb †kÕwY weªwUk mv¤ªvR¨ev`x gvbwmKZv‡K mgv‡jvPbv K‡i Zvi 

cÕwZKvi †P‡q‡Q, Avevi GKB mgv‡R emevmKvix bMievmx‡K Zvi Avw_©K Ae¯’v I †ckvMZ 

Ae¯’vb I AvaywbKZv mv‡_ †egvbvb wn‡m‡e Avjv`v Kivi `vwe K‡i‡Q| miKvwi `jxj-cÎ I 

XvKv cÕKvk cwÎKvq G ai‡bi wel‡qi AeZviYv cvIqv hvq| 1863 mv‡j cÕKvwkZ XvKv 

cÕKvk cwÎKvi wi‡cvU© Abyhvqx, XvKv w`b w`b A¯̂v¯’¨Ki kn‡i cwiYZ n‡q c‡owQj| 

kn‡ii RbmsL¨v w`b w`b evowQj Ges Gi d‡j Lvwj RvqMv I A¯^v¯’¨Ki RvqMvq evwoNi 

ˆZwi n‡Z ïiæ K‡i- hv kn‡ii cwi‡ek‡K wewNœZ K‡iwQj| wi‡cv‡U© `vwe Kiv nq †h kn‡ii 

cÕwZ gnjøvq Kgc‡ÿ `yB-wZb Ni gywP, Pvgvi †kÕwY i‡q‡Q| Zviv †hLv‡b †mLv‡b RxeRšÍyi 

nvo, cuPv gvsm cÕf…wZ †d‡j iv‡L hv AZ¨šÍ A¯^v¯’¨Ki cwi‡e‡ki m„wó K‡i|
28

 Ab¨w`‡K 

kn‡ii wewfbœ gnjøvq Qwo‡q _vKv eviv½bv‡`i bvMwiK mgv‡Ri ¯^v¯’¨MZ I gvbwmKfv‡e 

ÿwZMÖ¯Í Ki‡Q e‡j gZvgZ †`qv nq| GB Ae¯’v  †_‡K kn‡ii cwi‡ek I cÕwZ‡ek iÿvi 

Rb¨ GB gywP, Pvgvi I eviv½bv †kÕwY‡K kn‡ii cÕv‡šÍ Avjv`v RvqMvq ¯’vbvšÍ‡ii cÕ¯Íve †`qv 

nq| d‡j †`Lv hvq, mgv‡R be¨ cÕwZwôZ GB f ª̀‡jvK †kÕwY AvaywbK Rxeb‡K ¯^v¯’¨m¤§Z 

Rxe‡bi mgv_©K wn‡m‡e we‡ePbv K‡i‡Qb, †hLv‡b A¯^v¯’¨Ki ej‡Z ¯’vb ev e¯Íyi cvkvcvwk 

e¨vw³ I †ckv‡KI wPwþZ K‡ib| Avevi wgDwbwkcvwjwU cÕ`Ë bvMwiK myweav cÕ`v‡bi 

Achv©ßZv I kn‡ii D”PweË‡`i GjvKvi mv‡_ mvaviY GjvKvi cv_©K¨‡KI wPwþZ K‡ib 

Ges Gi K‡Vvi mgv‡jvPbv K‡ib| GgbwK 1885 mv‡j hLb wgDwbwmcvwjwUi cwiPvjbv 

cl©‡` †`kxq cÕvavb¨ cÕwZwôZ nq, ZL‡bv GB Ae¯’vi Lye mvgvb¨B cwieZ©b N‡U| d‡j 

m‡PZb bvMwiK mgv‡R G wb‡q Awf‡hvM I nZvkvi Rb¥ nq| GB ai‡bi nZvkv Ges 

Awf‡hvM Jcwb‡ewkK kvmK‡Mvwôi PwiÎ D‡b¥vP‡b g~L¨ f‚wgKv cvjb K‡i| †Kbbv, 

kvmK‡Mvwô KvM‡R-Kj‡g ag©-wbi‡cÿZv, mgZv, e¨vw³MZ †hvM¨Zvi K_v ej‡jI cÕKviv‡šÍ 

Zvi †Kv‡bvwUB AbymiY K‡iwb| Zviv ’̄vbxq‡`i ag© I ms¯‹…wZi cÕwZ wQj A‡bKUvB 

kÕ×vnxb| XvKv cÕKv‡ki wi‡cvU© †_‡K Rvbv hvq, 1882 mv‡j XvKvq DjvDiv (K‡jiv) 

gnvgvwi †`Lv w`‡j bIqvecyievmx wn›`y m¤úª`vq cÕwZiv‡Z GB wec` †_‡K iÿvi Rb¨ 

bevecy‡ii iv¯Ívq iv¯Ívq KxZ©b ïiæ K‡ib| GK mg‡q weªwUk D”Pc`¯’ Kg©KZv© Zvi Mvwo 

KxZ©bKvix‡`i wgwQ‡ji †fZi w`‡q cÕ‡ek Ki‡j nZvn‡Zi NUbv N‡U| Gi wePvi `vwe 

Ki‡j g¨vwR‡÷ª‡Ui wb‡`©‡k iv¯Ívq KxZ©b wbwl× Kiv nq| kvmK‡Mvwôi G ai‡bi Kg©KvÐ‡K 

AZ¨šÍ wb›`bxq I Mwn©Z KvR wn‡m‡e wPwþZ Kiv nq|
29

 G mKj D`vniY †_‡K aviYv Kiv 

hvq, AvaywbKZv bvMwiK Rxe‡b †h cwieZ©‡bi m~Pbv K‡i Zvi d‡j Dcwb‡ekK Avi 

Dcwb‡ewk‡Zi g‡a¨ GK ai‡bi AšÍwb©wnZ msNv‡Zi m~Pbv nq Ges kn‡ii ¯’vwbK I 

cÕwZ‡ewkK cwieZ©‡bi RvqMv¸‡jv‡K wPwþZ Kivi cÕwµqv ïiæ nq| Avevi GKB mv‡_ 

¯’vbxqMY wb‡R‡`i ga¨Kvi wefvRb‡K wfbœ Avw½‡K mvg‡b wb‡q Av‡m| GB wefvRb ïay 

AvaywbK m‡PZb I D”P‡ckvi Avfi‡Yi g‡a¨ mxgve× wQj bv, GwU mgv‡R bvix-cyiæ‡li 

mgeÈ‡bi cÕwµqv‡K cÕfvweZ K‡iwQj| wbmt‡›`‡n ejv hvq, AvaywbK wkÿv e¨e ’̄vi mydj 

XvKvi bvix mgvR jvf K‡i‡Q wewfbœ mgvR Kj¨vYKvgx e¨vw³eM© I mgvR ms¯‹viK msMV‡bi 

GKK I †hØ_ cÕ‡Póvq| mgv‡Ri wn›`y gymwjg Dfq a‡g©i bvixiv D”P wkÿv jvf K‡i‡Q| 
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Z‡e D”P wkÿvq wkwÿZ f`ª‡jv‡Ki Zzjbvq f`ªgwnjv‡`i msL¨v wQj bvggvÎ| cyiælZvwš¿K 

mgv‡R G mKj f`ªgwnjviv g~jZ N‡ii Rb¨ gvbvbmB n‡e- GUvB wQj Av`k©| G cÕm‡½ 

mgvKvjxb †jwLKv Pviæwkjv wgÎ e‡jb, 

These days much is heard about the social reform, but in reality, nobody 

comes forward to dedicate his or her life for the development of society. 

[…]. Currently, we are engaged in political rhetoric, striving eagerly for the 

autonomous rule. Alas! the oppressions and problems which exist within 

our society and which call for urgent eradication are often neglected. 

Disunity among the Bengalis is thought to be their chief defect.
30

 

Z‡e ¯^í cwim‡i n‡jI GB cwieZ©b I cÕ‡Póv bvixi Ni I evB‡ii g‡a¨ GKwU †gjeÜb 

ˆZwi Ki‡Z mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Q| mgvR I iv‡óª wb‡R‡`i‡K `„k¨gvb Kivi cÖwµqvwU G mgq 

†_‡KB m~wPZ n‡q‡Q| mgv‡R we`¨gvb bvixi cÕwZ mwnsmZv, Kzms¯‹vi, evj¨weevn, cYcÕ_v I 

mZx`vn cÕ_vi b¨vq AgvbweK Kg©Kv‡Ði Lye KgB wejyß n‡qwQj|  

Dcmsnvi 

Av‡jvP¨ cÕe‡Ü weªwUk‡`i Avg`vwbK…Z BD‡ivcxq AvaywbKZv wKfv‡e XvKvi Rb-Rxe‡b 

cÖfve †d‡jwQj; GB cÕfv‡ei d‡j ¯’vbxq Awaevmx‡`i g‡a¨ Kx cÕwZwµqvi m„wó n‡qwQj Ges 

Zviv GB be¨ AvaywbKZvi KZUzKz MÕnY I eR©b K‡iwQjÑ Zv g~j¨vq‡bi †Póv Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

hw`I Jcwb‡ewkK cwi‡e‡k mvgvwRK I ivwóªq AwaKv‡ii RvqMv¸‡jv‡K Avwe®‹vi I AwaKvi 

cÕ‡qvM mnRmva¨ wQj bv, Z_vwc AvaywbK, weÁvbm¤§Z I cÖhyw³i Dbœqb bvix-cyiæl 

wbwe©‡k‡l bvMwiK gvb‡m †h cwieZ©‡bi m~Pbv K‡iwQj Zvi my`~icÕmvix dj AvRI XvKvi 

bvMwiK mgv‡R we`¨gvb i‡q‡Q| GBiƒc djvdj Jcwb‡ewkK kvm‡b Aek¨¤¢vex n‡jI bMi 

I AÂj‡f‡` wQj wfbœ| ZvB Av‡jvP¨ mg‡q fvi‡Zi Ab¨vb¨ kn‡ii b¨vq XvKvi 

AvaywbKvqb n‡jI Gi cÕfve XvKvi RbRxeb‡K wfbœgvÎvq cÕfvweZ K‡i‡Q| 
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