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Abstract

Reproductive rights refer to individual’s right to decide freely and responsively the
number, spacing and timing of having children as well as the right to attain the highest
standard of sexual and reproductive health. Women’s reproductive rights may also
include the right to legal and safe abortion, the right to birth control and freedom from
coerced sterilization and contraception. Maintenance of reproductive rights of women is a
major concern of the World Health Organization as well as women rights activists.
However, it is observed that thoroughout human history women could not practice
freedom in reproductive decision making. It was the sates’ and societies’ demands that
determined the couple’s choice regarding reproduction. Sometimes women were forced
to give more birth as well as to reduce birth. Since the independence, the government of
Bangladesh had adopted a population reduction policy. Until 1985 the state espoused a
coercive policy for permanent birth control method (mainly female sterilization and use
of Depo-Provera, the device which contained the risk of getting cancer) toward a
dramatic decline of birth rate. Due to their ignorance, poor women of Bangladesh were in
fact forced to do ligation and they had faced severe health hazards. However, such
policies had been highly criticized later. At present, the Government of Bangladesh gives
emphasis on reproductive rights and safe motherhood toward its population reduction
policy.
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