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Abstract: After the annulment of the partition of Bengal in 1911,
following the demands from Nawab Sir Khwaja Salimullah
Bahadur and others, Viceroy Lord Hardinge proposed on February
2, 1912 that a new university should be established in this partition
of Bengal. In 1913 public opinion was solicited before the
university scheme was given its final shape, and the Secretary of the
State approved it in December 1913. According to the reports of
Nathan Commission and Calcutta University Commission Dhaka
University was established in 1921, under the Dacca University Act
of 1920 in the Indian Legislative Council. However, Philip Joseph
Hartog was appointed its first vice-chancellor. Academic activities
started on July 1, 1921 with three faculties: Arts, Science and Law
alongwith 12 departments.Kolkata University Commission also
proposed a unique Hall for the Muslim students of Dhaka
University and accordingly Jagannath Hall for non-Muslim, Dhaka
Hall for all other religion students and Muslim Hall with some
rooms of 2nd floor of secretariat Building (present Dhaka Medical
College) for Muslims were established in 1 January 1921. In this
article the initiative has taken to explore the role and contribution of
the Muslim Halls to the socio-cultural and political pursuit and to
determine its position in the history of Bengal.
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“the Government of India realized that education was the true salvation
of the Muhammadans and that the Government of India, as an earnest
of their intentions, would recommend to the Secretary of State the
constitution of a University at Dacca and appointing an education
officer.”®
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“That in my opinion this university is Dacca’s greatest possession, and will
do more than anything else to increase any spread the fame of Dhaka
beyond the limit of Bengal or even if India itself. Most of you | hope, have
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political ambition and whether or not you ever become active politicians,
you are probably anxious to see the development of the political
consciousness of your country. A community consciousness is the first
essential of nationhood, and here in a university like this that community
consciousness can be and should be developed. Try and conceive of Dhaka
University as an alma mater in whose service the Muhamedan and the
Hindu can find a common bond of unity, and whose credit and reputation
shall stand to you for something greater than personal ambition or worldly
advancement. If you can learn this while you are students, you will have
qualified yourself for the service of a still greater mother thereafter.”*
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Sufia Ahmed, Muslim Community in Bengal (1884-1912), (Dhaka: Oxford University Press,
1974), p. 245

India. Governor-General (1910-1916: Hardinge), The historical record of the imperial visit to
India, Pub. for the government of India by J. Murray, 1914, p. 174

Sufia Ahmed, op.cit, pp.288-295; JFeT THEAN, 1T fPHRAIIFET bro =, (GBI ST,
R05%), 7. 55-3%

BT &, 58 SRR S55%, 7. ©
Calcutta University Commission Report, Vol. 1V, p. 122

M.A. Rahim, The History of the University of Dacca, (Dhaka: published by University of
Dacca, 1981) p. 1

A BT S TP T AR TR ARG & TlES FemE, SiEaEEr
IR (@, WK G AEAF WG G, WK ORIGE TN, S snawaiar
IEEY A, PIN IFEHA T A, @3 A G, @ ABE, ARSI
SIGITE, 5 Tfg® fre «3e *IeE eo Nl WY TR eqEw | TWerdibe forew & @rerd |
Ffba TR ot 7716 T |

M.A. Rahim, op, cit, p. 8

Ibid, p. 10

TV ST W, BT [AR1erET @ IREICceiT S, (B1al: &=, 05Y), 7. 55
AT I, BIFT [RARVIITCRT bro I=F, (BT ST, 200%), 7. @b

(oTs! fRifamstet (et AR WIFER) JAAT 2T 7 [T S50, S538 @ do3¢
I 26T A [ so%¢

AN ZeT I Qo5 5o, 5534

AT ZeT I QTG S5, S5, 35900 8 H59d

CRM W T, 1S, 9. 08

AP TN, &N, 7. LY

T AT T, AMGE, 7. 150-5%




54

Jagannath University Journal of Arts

%

D

W

ES)

38

R

2

R4

W

3B

)

o

0O

08

R PRI &, T oTReT TS ¢ T 58T @ ey I, (Gl AT T,
Sab8), 7. 55

JE (ORI R, “HOF, (Bl T AF™A, 2009), 7. LY

TR R, G SZH-9, (Gl IE GFICEN), 7. 08

ot @3 s AfTer “Afast | Q2w TS oo SE @, ST (W SRS
v 8 STITHT G TS | 350D AN €N I¥ AFF #17 ~Ifaifs 75 20 T |

AP TG, 5. Vb

AT, 7. L

T AT T, 2GS, 7). 8b

2eF, 7. 209

TR WA AR, ORI 1T @7 G 261, FoFF G 9 T FGP 2000, 7. 892-
)

T ST T, &G, 9. 3%

qre, . WS

Convocation speech of Governor of Bengal and Chancellor of Dhaka University Lord Lytton,
22 February, 1923 (Cited from Shah M. Farouk, ‘The Universities of Bangladesh’, in
Universities of Commonwealth Countries. London, 1996, p. 265.)

TR (T, BT e miadreifen euw Sifox qug: TqmE I[N NMceR e,
FrECACHT Y GRS Plerrel AR ST, (BIT: TSPIGE, 2005), 7. S08

ATeT, 7. S5¢

I ST, DIl (GENF FACIPE ST qore I, (VI Grer ey e,
S5AR), 7. S

BRI 4, T 24T, ez, (Gl FBUeT S, . 08




