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Abstracts: Bengal was essentially agricultural country during the
Sultanate period as is even today. The structure of economy in this
region of the world has always been different from an industrial
country. Each and every village of Bengal was composed of a number
of such communities (or baradaris/ brotherhoods) who claimed
themselves to have been originated from a common descent and shared
a common social practices and religious believes. In term of economic
evaluation, the village of Bengal were self-sufficient. Different
occupational groups lived in the village with their hereditary
professional skills. These occupational groups mutually supplied their
needs and desires among themselves causing their physical isolation
from the rest of the world. This special feature of economic
organization would remain more or less unaffected years after years.
The unique feature of village communities of Bengal was a harmonious
co-ordination of the specialized functions of their different component
groups of occupational workers. Everyone in the villages has his
special occupational function assigned to him. From among the various
social groups, the husbandmen, for instance, would take the activity of
the tilling of land and the harvesting of crops which provide food and
others agricultural produce for all members of the village community.
Everyone has his contribution to make the self-sufficient village
community. An important aspect of the economic life of the people was
their administrative machinery. It shared the fruits of the peasant labour
and employed industrial labour on a small scale. This article identifies
the nature of the village community, their character, economic life,
daily labour and the style of different social classess.
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