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Abstract: The illustrated manuscripts are major sources of the history
of the Mughal period. Among them, the memoirs of the Mughal
emperors are the most important. Almost all the Mughal emperors
either wrote their own memoir, or any of their close relatives wrote the
biographies and these manuscripts were illustrated in Mughal Darbar,
either during their own reign or later. Baburnama was the first of those
books, written by the founder of the dynasty, Zahiruddin Muhammad
Babur. The original Turkish text, Tuzuk-i-Baburi was translated into
Persian as Baburnama during the reign of Akbar. He had also initiated
the illustration of the book. So far at least seven of the illustrated
Baburnama manuscripts have been identified. Among them, the one in
the collection of Indian Museum, Delhi illustrates a rich reflection of
the contemporary social customs and norms. Based on the manuscript,
this paper attempts to identify the contemporary social norms.
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