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Abstract: Torture and violence against women is one of the major threats
to achieve human rights in our society as well as the SDG in Bangladesh.
Government and some NGOs are providing legal aid services (LAS) but the
accessibility and effectiveness of these LAS should be assed. Thus the
objective of the study was to know the scope of LAS for the destitute
women of Dhaka city; to know the hindrances to receive the LAS by them;
and to find out some recommendations to eradicate the hindrances.
Following the social survey method this study selected 205 respondents
from 8 LAS provider agencies. Result of the study shows that an
overholming 95% of the LAS recipients faced rorture and violence in their
family. Only about 47% keep continue the LAS and majority of them are
not happy with present LAS. They have shown many hindrence like
discooparation of family, delaying in settle cases, insecurity-feeling for
future, etc and also made some recommendations to overcome the
drawbacks like appoint skilled manpower in LAS offices, realistic legal
amendment, time minimization for case settlement, etc.
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7, 8 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948, Article 14 of the
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the maintenance of the dmocratic way of life and he rule of law but also (in a poor
country like ours) a socio-economic necessity |* FNRFSCT SZEHT Pﬁt@ LEIEY
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“Legal Aid means providing legal advice, paying lawyer’s fees and cost of litigation

including providing any other assistance to those who suffer financial insolvency,
destitution, helplessness or, are unable to access justice due to various socio-
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economic conditions”.
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“Violence against women in Bangladesh is widespread and political influence;
administrative failure and lack of social resistance and implementation of laws are
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e, “Legal Aid is very essential for the survival of healthy democracy, which is
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that all citizens are equal before law and are entitled to have equal protection of law.
But the reality is different. A large number of people are not financially solvent nor
do they have any other logistic support to get the appropriate service from the
judicial system. In this way, protection by law and access to law have remained only
on paper as an indigent person finds him/herself helpless in police custody or jail and
he/she cannot afford a lawyer to defend himself/herself. Legal aid is a tool for
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